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41-6-116.10 MOTOR VEHICLES 
(c) Any police officer who has reasonable grounds to believe that a vehi-
cle has been abandoned may remove the vehicle or cause it to be removed, 
at the expense of the owner, to the nearest state impound yard or if none, 
to a garage or other place of safety and shall immediately send a written 
report of such removal to the state tax commission, motor vehicle division, 
which report shall include a description of the vehicle, the date, time and 
place of removal, the grounds for removal, and the name of the garage· 
or place where the vehicle is stored. Upon receipt of a report as provided, 
the state tax commission, motor vehicle division shall attempt to notify 
the registered owner of the vehicle, or any lien holder, giving the grounds 
for removal and the name of the garage or place where the vehicle is 
stored. If the vehicle is not registered in this state, the state tax commis-
sion, motor vehicle division shall make a reasonable effort to notify the 
registered owner or any lien holder of the removal and the location of the 
vehicle. The state tax commission, motor vehicle division shall forward a 
copy of the notice to the owner or person in charge of the garage or place 
where the vehicle is stored. 
(d) For the purposes of this section, a vehicle shall be presumed to be 
abandoned if it is left unattended on a highway for a period in excess of 
24 hours or on any public or private property without express or implied 
consent of the owner or person in lawful possession or control of the prop-
erty for a period in excess of seven days. 
(e) In any case where the motor number, manufacturer's number or 
identification mark of the abandoned vehicle has been defaced, altered or 
obliterated, the vehicle shall not be released or sold until the original 
motor number, manufacturer's number or identification mark has been 
replaced, or until a new number assigned by the motor vehicle division has 
been stamped thereon. 
(f) If the abandoned vehicle is not reclaimed by the registered owner 
or any lien holder within 30 days after actual notice or reasonable attempt 
to give notice to the registered owner or any lien holder, the provisions 
of sections 41-1-79.5 and 41-1-116 shall apply, and the abandoned vehicle 
may be sold as provided in section 41-1-135. 
History: C. 1953, 41-6-116.10, enacted by 
L. 1975, ch. 207, § 52; L. 1979, ch. 155, § 1. 
Compiler's Notes. 
The 1979 amendment rewrote subsec. (e) 
which read: "In the event a vehicle is not 
claimed by the registered owner or any lien 
holder within thirty days, the provisions of 
section 41-1-79.5, 41-1-116, and 41-1-117 shall 




41-6-117. Vehicle in unsafe condition or improperly equipped - Violation of act - Misde-
meanor - Accessories - Exception as to farm implements and road machin-
ery. 
41-6-117.5. Permit to operate vehicle in violation of equipment regulations. 
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41-6-118. Lights and illuminating devices - Duty to display - Time. 
41-6-119. Motor vehicle head lamp requirements. 
41-6-120. Tail lamps - Illumination of rear registration plate - Reflectors. 
41-6-121. Repealed. 
41-6-121.10. Stop lamps required - Turn signals. 
41-6-122. Additional lamps and reflectors. 
41-6-123 to 41-6-126. Repealed. 
41-6-127. Vehicles operated in combination. 




Parking lamps required - Use when vehicle parked at night - Head lamps 
dimmed. 
Farm tractors and equipment - Lamps and reflectors - Slow-moving vehicle 
emblem. 







emblems on animal-drawn vehicles. 
Spot lamps. 
Emergency vehicles - Flashing lights - Rotating lights. 
Warning lamps. 
Back-up lamps - Side-marker lamps. 
Repealed. 
Lamp required for operation of vehicle on roadway or adjacent shoulder 
Dimming of lights. 
41-6-135.5. Head lamps on farm tractors - Motor vehicles sold prior to certain date. 
41-6-136, 41-6-137. Repealed. 
41-6-138. Requirements for slow-moving vehicles. 
41-6-138.10. Repealed. 
41-6-139. Number of front lamps required and permitted. 
41-6-140. High intensity beams - Red lights - Flashing lights - Color of rear lights 
and reflectors. 
41-6-140.10. Standards and specifications for lighting and special warning devices on school 
buses. 




to adopt rules for lighting. 
Sale or use of unapproved lighting equipment or devices prohibited. 
Sale of unapproved lighting and other equipment prohibited. 
Department to adopt standards for lights and other equipment - Compliance 
with federal standards - Trademark or brand name. 
41-6-143. Departmental approval of lighting devices or safety equipment. 
















approval - Reapproval. 
Purchase and testing of equipment by department - Prohibition against sale 
of substandard devices - Injunction - Review - Appeal. 
Braking systems required - Adoption of performance requirements· by depart-
ment. 
Horns and warning devices - Emergency vehicles. 
Mufflers - Prevention of noise, smoke and fumes - Air pollution control 
devices. 
Mirrors. 
Seat belts - Design and installation - Specifications or requirements. 
Vehicle modifications - Lowering body or chassis prohibited - Exceptions. 
Safety chains on towed vehicles required - Exceptions. 
Windshields and windows - Obstructions reducing visibility - Wipers. 
Tires which are prohibited - Regulatory powers of state transportation depart-
ment - Winter use of studs - Special permits - Tread depth. 
Guards or flaps at rear wheels of trucks, trailers, or truck tractors. 
Repealed. 
Repealed. 
Flares, fusees or electric lanterns and flags - Alternative reflector units -
Duty to carry in trucks and buses - Requirements. 







































Hazardous materials - Transportation regulations - Fire extinguishers. 
Air conditioning equipment - Requirements. 
Television receivers in motor vehicles prohibited if driver can see viewing screen 
- Exception. 
Motorcycles - Required equipment - Brakes. 
Vehicles and equipment must be in safe mechanical condition. 
Inspection by officers - Certificate of inspection. 
Enforcement of inspection requirements. 
Periodic inspection required - Display of inspection sticker required. 
Suspension of registration. 
Official inspection stations - Permits - Suspension or revocation - Utah-
based interstate commercial motor carriers. 
Hearing board created - Members - Term - Meetings - Findings and conclu-
sions - Order. 
Permits not transferable - Certificate of inspection - Fees. 
Falsely representing to be official station. 
Counterfeit certificates of inspection. 
Violation of act - Misdemeanor. 
Violation of chapter. 
Requiring or knowingly permitting driver to unlawfully operate vehicle. 
Government owned vehicles subject to chapter. 
Appearance upon arrest for misdemeanor - Setting bond. 
Notice to appear in court - Contents - Promise to comply - Signing -
Release from custody - Official misconduct. 
Violation of promise to appear - Misdemeanor. 
Arrests without warrants. 
Repealed. 
Record of violation not admissible in civil action. 
Conviction shall not affect credibility as a witness. 
Improper disposition or cancellation of notice to appear or traffic citation 
Official misconduct - Misdemeanor. 
Keeping of records - Making and forwarding of abstract upon conviction or 
forfeiture of bail - Form and contents - Public inspection - Official mis-
conduct. 
Repealed. 
Short title of act. 
Conflict with Federal Motor Carrier Safety Regulations. 
Odometer required. 
Unlawful acts with respect to operation of odometer. 
Statement as to odometer reading required of transferor. 
Repair or replacement of odometer. 
Violation of odometer requirements as misdemeanor. 
41-6-117. Vehicle in unsafe condition or improperly equipped 
Violation of act - Misdemeanor - Accessories - Exception as to 
farm implements and road machinery. (a) It is a misdemeanor for any 
person to drive or move or for the owner to cause or knowingly permit 
to be driven or moved on any highway any vehicle or combination of vehi-
cles which is in such unsafe condition as to endanger any person, or which 
does not contain those parts or is not at all times equipped with such 
lamps and other equipment in proper condition and adjustment as required 
in this chapter or in regulations issued by the department, or which is 
equipped in any manner in violation of this chapter or those regulations 
or for any person to do any act forbidden or fail to perform any act 
required under this chapter or those regulations. 
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(b) Nothing in this chapter or regulations of the department shall pro-
hibit equipment required by the United States Department of Transporta-
tion nor the use of additional parts and accessories on any vehicle not 
inconsistent with the provisions of this chapter or those regulations. 
(c) The provisions of this chapter and regulations of the department, 
with respect to equipment required on vehicles, shall not apply to imple-
ments of husbandry, road machinery, road rollers or farm tractors, except 
as specifically made applicable. 
(d) The provisions of this chapter and regulations of the department 
with respect to equipment required on vehicles shall not apply to motor-
cycles or motor-driven cycles, except as specifically made applicable. 
(e) The provisions of this chapter and regulations of the department 
shall not apply to vehicles moved solely by human power, except as specifi-
cally made applicable. 
(f) A federal motor vehicle safety standard which conflicts with a 
provision of this act shall supersede that provision as to any vehicle in 
compliance with the federal standard. The department shall report any 
such conflict to the appropriate committees or officials of the legislature 
and may adopt a regulation to replace the superseded provision. 
History: L. 1941, ch. 52, § 101; C. 1943, 
57-7-178; L. 1949, ch. 65, § 1; 1955, ch. 71, § 1; 
1979, ch. 242, § 24. 
Compiler's Notes. 
The 1949 amendment added a sentence to 
subsec. (c) which read: "Every farm tractor 
equipped with an electric lighting system 
shall at all times mentioned in section 
57-7-179 display a red tail lamp and either a 
multiple beam or single beam road lighting 
equipment meeting the requirements of sec-
tions 57-7-181, 57-7-196, 57-7-198, respec-
tively." 
The 1955 amendment deleted the sentence 
added by the 1949 amendment. 
The 1979 amendment substituted refer-
ences to this chapter or regulations issued by 
the department for references to this article 
and this act throughout the section; inserted 
"equipment required by the United States 
Department of Transportation nor" in 
subsec. (b); added subsec. (d) to (f); and made 
minor changes in phraseology. 
Cross-References. 
Farm tractors and equipment, lighting on, 
41-6-130. 
Highway construction and maintenance 
vehicles, lighting on, 41-6-140.20. 
Vehicle equipment safety compact, 41-15-1 
et seq. 
Dead cars. 
Former section only requiring lamps upon 
motor vehicles "while in use on a public 
highway," did not apply to dead cars; that is, 
a car being hauled through streets by 
another car. Musgrave v. Studebaker Bros. 
Co. (1916) 48 U 410, 160 P 117. 
Harmless and reversible error. 
Under former statute automobile was 
required to be equipped with lights, and fail-
ure of court, which was trying accident case 
without jury, to find that automobile was 
equipped with proper lights was prejudicial, 
where defendant pleaded contributory negli-
gence because of such failure of plaintiff, and 
evidence did not require finding as matter of 
law that automobile was equipped with 
proper lights. West v. Standard Fuel Co. 
(1932) 81 U 300, 17 P 2d 292. 
Instructions. 
Instruction requiring jury to find motorist 
who struck pedestrian guilty of negligence if 
they found that he failed to sound his horn 
was prejudicially erroneous, since it was 
question for jury under all circumstances of 
case to determine whether ordinary care 
required motorist to sound his horn or to 
give other warning of his approach. Nelson v. 
Lott (1932) 81 U 265, 17 P 2d 272. 
Negligence. 
Violation of former statute held negligence 
per se. O'Brien v. Alston (1923) 61 U 368, 213 
P 791, applying Comp. Laws 1917, § 3976. 
It may be negligence to operate a motor 
vehicle without sounding the horn or other-
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wise giving warning of its approach, and, if 
proximate cause of injury, be actionable. 
Wilcox v. Wunderlich (1928) 73 U 1, 272 P 
207. 
Actionable negligence may not be predi-
cated on a failure to have lights, or to sound 
a horn, or to drive a car in violation of an 
ordinance or statute, unless such unlawful or 
negligent acts, or some of them, constitute 
the proximate cause of the injury. Wilcox v. 
Wunderlich (1928) 73 U 1, 272 P 207. 
It may be negligence to operate a motor 
vehicle without sufficient or proper lights, 
and, if proximate cause of injury, be actiona-
ble. Wilcox v. Wunderlich (1928) 73 U 1, 272 
P 207. 
Questions of law and fact. 
Whether the lights are of the character 
required by the statute must ordinarily be 
determined from the evidence, and in case 
they do not conform to the statutory require-
ments, the question still remains whether the 
absence of sufficient lights was the proximate 
cause of the accident. These are questions of 
fact. Sweet v. Salt Lake City (1913) 43 U 306, 
134 P 1167. 
Requirements in absence of statute. 
Entirely apart from any statutory require-
ments, the law requires that, if a person 
desires to operate his automobile on the 
public streets or highways after dark, he 
must see to it that it is equipped with proper, 
suitable, and sufficient lights, so that the 
operator may discover any objects or 
obstructions that may be encountered on the 
highway. O'Brien v. Alston (1923) 61 U 368, 
372, 213 P 791. 
Collateral References. 
Automobiles P 148. 
60A CJS Motor Vehicles § 260. 
Equipment, etc., 7A AmJur 2d 360 et seq., 
1024 et seq., Automobiles and Highway Traf-
fic § 185 et seq., § 779 et seq. 
Effect of violation of safety equipment 
statute as establishing negligence in automo-
bile accident litigation, 38 ALR 3d 530. 
41-6-117.5. Permit to operate vehicle in violation of equipment 
regulations. (a) The department may issue a permit which will allow 
operation of a vehicle in violation of the provisions of this chapter or in 
violation of departmental regulations. 
(b) The permit shall be carried by the driver or in the vehicle and shall 
be displayed upon demand of a magistrate or police officer. 
(c) In issuing such permits, the department may limit the time, manner 
or duration of operation and may otherwise prescribe conditions of opera-
tion that are necessary to protect the safety of highway users or efficient 
movement of traffic. Said conditions shall be stated on the permit and a 
person shall not violate them. 
History: C. 1953, 41-6-117.5, enacted by L. 
1979, ch. 242, § 25. 
41-6-118. Lights and illuminating devices - Duty to display -
Time. (a) Every vehicle upon a highway within this state at any time 
from a half hour after sunset to a half hour before sunrise and at any 
other time when, due to insufficient light or unfavorable atmospheric con-
ditions, persons and vehicles on the highway are not clearly discernible at 
a distance of 1,000 feet ahead shall display lighted lamps and other lamps 
and illuminating devices as respectively required for different classes of 
vehicles, subject to exceptions with respect to parked vehicles, and further 
that stop lights, turn signals and other signaling devices shall be lighted 
as prescribed for the use of such devices. 
(b) Whenever requirement is hereinafter declared as to distance from 
which certain lamps and devices shall render objects visible or within 
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which such lamps or devices shall be visible, said provisions shall apply 
during the times stated in subdivision (a) in respect to a vehicle without 
load when upon a straight, level, unlighted highway under normal atmos-
pheric conditions, unless a different time or condition is expressly stated. 
(c) Whenever requirement is hereinafter declared as to the mounted 
height of lamps or devices it shall mean from the center of such lamp or 
device to the level ground upon which the vehicle stands when such vehicle 
is without a load. 
History: L. 1941, ch. 52, § 102; C. 1943, 
57-7-179; L. 1949, ch. 65, § 1; 1957, ch. 78, § 6; 
1979, ch. 242, § 26. 
Compiler's Notes. 
The 1949 amendment inserted references to 
vehicle without load. 
The 1957 amendment deleted a subsec. (c) 
which read: "Whenever requirement is here-
inafter declared as to the mounted height of 
lamp or devices it shall mean from the center 
of such lamp or device to the level ground on 
which the vehicle stands when such vehicle is 
without a load." 
The 1979 amendment increased the dis-
cernible distance in subsec. (a) from 500 to 
1,000 feet; added subsec. (c); and made minor 
changes in phraseology and punctuation. 
Negligence. 
It is negligence as a matter of law to drive 
a car at such a speed that it cannot be 
stopped within a distance at which objects 
may be seen. Nikoleropoulos v. Ramsey 
(1923) 61 U 465, 214 P 304; Dalley v. Mid-
Western Dairy Products Co. (1932) 80 U 331, 
15 P 2d 309. Doubt as to the correctness of 
this holding has been expressed in a number 
of cases; the rule has been modified by 
several cases. Among these cases are: Hansen 
v. Clyde (1936) 89 U 31, 56 P 2d 1366; Nielsen 
v. Watanabe (1936) 90 U 401, 62 P 2d 117; 
Moss v. Christensen-Gardner (1940) 98 U 253, 
98 P 2d 363; Bullock v. Luke (1940) 98 U 501, 
511, 98 P 2d 350; Trimble v. Union Pacific 
Stages (1943) 105 U 457, 142 P 2d 674; Wright 
v. Maynard (1951) 120 U 504, 235 P 2d 916; 
Hodges v. Waite (1954) 2 U 2d 152, 270 P 2d 
461; Takataro Shiba v. Weiss (1955) 3 U 2d 
256, 282 P 2d 341; Fretz v. Anderson (1956) 5 
U 2d 290, 300 P 2d 642; Hirschbach v. 
Dubuque Packing Co. (1957) 7 U 2d 7, 316 P 
2d 319; Durrant v. Pelton (1964) 16 U 2d 7, 
394 P 2d 879. 
Motorist who observed taillights on truck 
parked on highway in time to have stopped 
and avoided collision but did not do so 
because he thought the truck was in motion 
and moving in the same direction as he was, 
was negligent as a matter of law; fact that 
the truck's lighted taillights might have mis-
lead him into believing that the truck was 
moving did not make question of negligence 
one for jury. Hirschbach v. Dubuque Packing 
Co. (1957) 7 U 2d 7, 316 P 2d 319. 
Collateral References. 
Automobiles <S==> 149. 
60A CJS Motor Vehicles § 263. 
Lights, 7 A AmJur 2d 361 et seq., Automo-
biles and Highway Traffic § 188 et seq. 
Application of "assured clear distance 
ahead" or "radius of lights" doctrine to acci-
dent involving pedestrian crossing street or 
highway, 31 ALR 2d 1424. 
Driving motor vehicle without lights or 
with improper lights as affecting liability for 
collision, 21 ALR 2d 7. 
Driving motor vehicle without lights or 
with improper lights as gross negligence or 
the like warranting recovery by guest under 
guest statute or similar common-law rule, 21 
ALR 2d 209. 
Expert or opinion evidence regarding 
lights on automobiles and the distance at 
which lights will "pick up" an object, 137 
ALR 753. 
Liability for injury incident to towing 
automobile as affected by availability and 
effectiveness of lighting equipment, 30 ALR 
2d 1053. 
Liability or recovery in automobile negli-
gence action arising out of collision or upset 
as affected by operation of vehicle without, or 
with improper, clearance, load, or similar 
auxiliary lights, 62 ALR 3d 844. 
Liability or recovery in automobile negli-
gence action arising out of collision or upset 
as affected by operation of vehicle without or 
with improper taillights or rear reflectors, 62 
ALR 3d 771. 
Liability or recovery in automobile negli-
gence action as affected by driver's being 
blinded by lights of motor vehicle, 64 ALR 3d 
760. 
Liability or recovery in automobile negli-
gence action as affected by motor vehicle's 
being driven or parked without dimming 
lights, 63 ALR 3d 824. 
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Liability or recovery of automobile negli-
gence action arising out of collision or upset _ 
as affected by operation of vehicle without 
front lights, or with improper front lights, 62 
ALR 3d 560. 
Validity and construction of regulations as 
to automobile lights, 11 ALR 1226, 78 ALR 
815. 
41-6-119. Motor vehicle head lamp requirements. (a) Every motor 
vehicle shall be equipped with at least two head lamps with at least one 
on each side of the front of the motor vehicle, which head lamps shall com-
ply with the requirements. and limitations set forth in the regulations 
promulgated by the department. 
History: L. 1941, ch. 52, § 103; C. 1943, 
57-7-180; L. 1949, ch. 65, § 1; 1957, ch. 78, § 7; 
1967, ch. 91, § 1; 1979, ch. 242, § 'l:1. 
Compiler's Notes. 
The 1949 amendment inserted references to 
a motor-driven cycle; and added a subsec. (c). 
The 1957 amendment deleted a subsec. (c) 
which read: "Either a tail lamp or a separate 
lamp shall be so constructed and placed as to 
illuminate with a white light the rear regis-
tration plate and render it clearly legible 
from a distance of 50 feet to the rear. Any 
tail lamp or tail lamps, together with any 
separate lamp for illuminating the rear 
registration plate, shall be so wired as to be 
lighted whenever the head lamps or auxiliary 
driving lamps are lighted." 
The 1967 amendment added subsecs. (c) 
and (d); and made minor changes in phrase-
ology. 
The 1979 amendment deleted "other than a 
motorcycle or a motor-driven cycle" after 
"Every motor vehicle" at the beginning of 
the section; substituted "the regulations 
promulgated by the department" for "this 
act" at the end of the section; and deleted 
subsecs. (b) to (d) relating to specific lighting 
requirements. 
41-6-120. Tail lamps - Illumination of rear registration plate -
Reflectors. (a) Every motor vehicle, trailer, semitrailer and pole trailer, 
and any other vehicle which is being drawn at the end of a combination 
of vehicles, shall be equipped with at least two tail lamps mounted on the 
rear, which shall comply with regulations issued by the department; pro-
vided, the department may by regulation allow one tail lamp on any vehicle 
equipped with only one when it was made. 
(b) Either a tail lamp or a separate lamp shall be so constructed and 
placed as to illuminate with a white light the rear registration plate. Such 
lamp shall comply with requirements of the department. 
(c) Every motor vehicle, trailer, semitrailer and pole trailer shall carry 
on the rear, either as a part of the tail lamps or separately, two or more 
red reflectors meeting the requirements of the department. 
History: C. 1953, 41-6-120, enacted by L. 
1979, ch. 242, § 28. 
Compiler's Notes. 
Laws 1979, ch. 242, § 28 repealed old 
section 41-6-120 (L. 1941, ch. 52, § 104; C. 
1943, 57-7-181; L. 1949, ch. 65, § 1; 1955, ch. 71, 
41-6-121. Repealed. 
Repeal. 
Section 41-6-121 (L. 1941, ch. 52, § 105; C. 
1943, 57-7-182; L. 1949, ch. 65, § 1; 1955, ch. 71, 
§ 1), relating to tail lamps and illumination 
of rear registration plate, and enacted new 
section 41-6-120. 
Cross-References. 
Lamps on parked vehicles, 41-6-129. 
§ 1), relating to the use of reflectors on motor 
vehicles, was repealed by Laws 1979, ch. 242, 
§ 74. 
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41-6-121.10. Stop lamps required - Turn signals. (a) Every motor 
vehicle, trailer, semitrailer and pole trailer shall be equipped with two or 
more stop lamps meeting the requirements of the department; provided, 
the department may by regulation allow one stop lamp on any vehicle 
equipped with only one when it was made. 
(b) Every motor vehicle, tra\ler, semitrailer and pole trailer shall be 
equipped with electric flashing turn signal lamps meeting the requirements 
of the department except that passenger cars and trucks less than 80 
inches in width, manufactured or assembled prior to January 1, 1953, need 
not be equipped with electric turn signal lamps. 
History: C. 1953, 41-6-121.10, enacted by 
L. 1979, ch. 242, § 29. 
Compiler's Notes. 
Laws 1979, ch. 242, § 29 repealed old 
section 41-6-121.10 (L. 1955, ch. 71, § 1), relat-
ing to stop lamps and turn signals, and 
enacted new section 41-6-121.10. 
41-6-122. Additional lamps and reflectors. The department by regula-
tion may require trucks, buses, motor homes, motor vehicles with truck-
campers, trailers, semitrailers and pole trailers to have additional lamps 
and reflectors. 
History: C. 1953, 41-6-122, enacted by L. Compiler's Notes. 
1979, ch. 242, § 30. Laws 1979, ch. 242, § 30 repealed old 
41-6-123 to 41-6-126. Repealed. 
Repeal. 
Sections 41-6-123, 41-6-124, 41-6-124.5, 
41-6-125, 41-6-126 (L. 1941, ch. 52, §§ 107 to 
110; C. 1943, 57-7-184 to 57-7-187; L. 1949, ch. 
65, § 1; 1955, ch. 71, § 1; 1961, ch. 86, § 1; 1975, 
section 41-6-122 (L. 1941, ch. 52, § 106; C. 
1943, 57-7-183), relating to clearance lamps or 
reflectors, and enacted new section 41-6-122. 
ch. 206, § 1), relating to lamps, lights and 
reflectors, color of light displayed, accelera-
tion and deceleration lighting system, mount-
ing reflectors and clearance lamps and size, 
were repealed by Laws 1979, ch. 242, § 74. 
41-6-127. Vehicles operated in combination. Whenever motor and 
other vehicles are operated in combination during the time that lights are 
required, any lamp need not be lighted which, by reason of its· location 
on a vehicle of the combination, would be obscured by another vehicle of 
the combination. 
History: C. 1953, 41-6-127, enacted by L. 
1979, ch. 242, § 31. 
Compiler's Notes. 
Laws 1979, ch. 242, § 31 repealed old 
section 41-6-127 (L. 1941, ch. 52, § 112; C. 
1943, 57-7-189), relating to vehicles operated 
in combination, and enacted new section 
41-6-127. 
Collateral References. 
Automobiles cS:=> 149. 
60A CJS Motor Vehicles § 263. 
41-6-128. Load extending beyond rear of vehicle - Duty to display 
lamps and reflectors or flag. Whenever the load upon any vehicle extends 
to the rear four feet or more beyond the bed or body of such vehicle there 
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shall be displayed at the extreme rear end of the load, at the times speci-
fied in section 41-6-118, two red lamps, two red reflectors located so as to 
indicate maximum width, and on each side one red lamp located so as to 
indicate maximum overhang. There shall be displayed at all other times 
on any vehicle having a load which extends beyond its sides or more than 
four feet beyond its rear, red flags, not less than 12 inches square, marking· 
the extremities of such load, at each point where a lamp would otherwise 
be required by this section. Lamps and reflectors required in this section 
shall comply with requirements of the department. 
History: C. 1953, 41-6-128, enacted ,by L. 
1979, ch. 242, § 32. 
Compiler's Notes. 
Laws 1979, ch. 242, § 32 repealed old 
section 41-6-128 (L. 1941, ch. 52, § 113; C. 
1943, 57-7-190; L. 1949, ch. 65, § 1), relating to 
the lights or flags required on vehicles with 
loads extending beyond the rear of the vehi-
cle, and enacted new section 41-6-128. 
Cross-References. 
Size and weight limitations, 27-12-152. 
Collateral References. 
Automobiles cS:;:> 149. 
60A CJS Motor Vehicles § 263. 
Load projecting beyond rear or side of 
motor vehicle or trailer, liability for injury 
or damage caused by collision with portion 
of, 21 ALR 3d 371. 
41-6-129. Parking lamps required - Use when vehicle parked at 
night - Head lamps dimmed. (a) Every vehicle shall be equipped with 
one or more parking lamps which shall comply with requirements of the 
department. 
(b) Whenever a vehicle is lawfully parked upon a street or highway 
during the hours between a half hour after sunset and a half hour before 
sunrise and in the event there is sufficient light to reveal persons and vehi-
cles within a distance of 1,000 feet upon such street or highway, no lights 
need be displayed upon such parked vehicle. 
(c) Whenever a vehicle is parked or stopped upon a roadway or shoul-
der adjacent thereto, whether attended or unattended, during the hours 
between a half hour after sunset and a half hour before sunrise and there 
is insufficient light to reveal any person or object within a distance of 1,000 
feet upon such highway, such vehicle so parked or stopped shall display 
parking lamps meeting the requirements of the department. 
(d) Any lighted head lamps upon a parked vehicle shall be depressed 
or dimmed. 
History: C. 1953, 41-6-129, enacted by L. 
1979, ch. 242, § 33. 
Compiler's Notes. 
Laws 1979, ch. 242, § 33 repealed old 
section 41-6-129 (L. 1941, ch. 52, § 114; C. 
1943, 57-7-191; L. 1949, ch. 65, § 1; 1955, ch. 71, 
§ 1), relating to display of lights on a parked 
vehicle, and enacted new section 41-6-129. 
Cross-References. 
Warning signal around disabled vehicle, 
41-6-153. 
Injured or dead operator. 
Where there is evidence that the operator 
of an overturned vehicle was unconscious, 
seriously injured, or dead immediately after 
the car came to rest, the operator cannot be 
charged with the duties of providing lights 
for the protection of other vehicles on the 
highway. Fretz v. Anderson (1956) 5 U 2d 
290, 300 P 2d 642. 
Taillight. 
Motorist stopping partly on paved portion 
of highway at night and leaving vehicle with-
out taillight, pending wheel repairs, may be 
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liable for collision between two passing 
motorists, where one approaching from rear 
of standing vehicle swerves suddenly to avoid 
collision with it and collides with oncoming 
motorist. Knight v. Wessler (1926) 67 U 354, 
248 P 132. (Decided prior to enactment of 
this statute.) 
Collateral References. 
Automobiles cS::> 173(5). 
60A CJS Motor Vehicles § 335. 
7A AmJur 2d 365, Automobiles and High-
way Traffic § 191. 
Liability of motorist colliding with person 
engaged about stalled or disabled vehicle on 
or near highway, 27 ALR 3d 12. 
Liability or recovery in automobile negli-
gence action as affected by absence or 
insufficiency of lights on parked or standing 
motor vehicle, 61 ALR 3d 13. 
Liability or recovery in automobile negli-
gence action as affected by motor vehicle's 
being driven or parked without dimming 
lights, 63 ALR 3d 824. 
Validity of automobile parking ordinances 
or regulations, 72 ALR 229, 108 ALR 1152, 
130 ALR 316. 
41-6-130. Farm tractors and equipment - Lamps and reflectors -
Slow-moving vehicle emblem. (a) Every farm tractor and every self-
propelled implement of husbandry manufactured or assembled after Janu-
ary 1, 1970, shall be equipped with vehicular hazard warning lights of a 
type described in section 41-6-133, visible from a distance of not less than 
1,000 feet to the front and rear in normal sunlight, which shall be dis-
played whenever any such vehicle is operated upon a highway. 
(b) Every farm tractor and every self-propelled implement of hus-
bandry manufactured or assembled after January 1, 1970, shall at all 
times, and every other such motor vehicle shall at all times mentioned in 
section 41-6-118, be equipped with lamps and reflectors as follows: 
(1) At least two head lamps meeting the requirements of the depart-
ment. 
(2) At least one red lamp visible when lighted from a distance of not 
less than 1,000 feet to the rear mounted as far to the left of the center 
of the vehicle as practicable. 
(3) At least two red reflectors visible from all distances within 600 feet 
to 100 feet to the rear when directly in front of lawful lower beams of 
head lamps. 
(c) On every combination of farm tractor and towed farm equipment 
or towed implement of husbandry, the farm tractor shall be equipped as 
required in subsections (a) and (b), and the towed unit shall at all times 
mentioned in section 41-6-118 be equipped with lamps and reflectors as fol-
lows: 
(1) If the towed unit or its load extends more than four feet to the rear 
of the tractor or obscures any light thereon, said unit shall be equipped 
on the rear with at least two red reflectors visible from all distances within 
600 feet to 100 feet to the rear when directly in front of lawful lower beams 
of head lamps. 
(2) If the towed unit of such combination extends more than four feet 
to the left of the center line of the tractor, said unit shall be equipped 
on the front with an amber reflector visible from all distances within 600 
feet to 100 feet to the front when directly in front of lawful lower beams 
of head lamps. This reflector shall be so positioned to indicate, as nearly 
as practicable, the extreme left projection of the towed unit. 
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(3) If the towed unit or its load obscures either of the vehicle hazard 
warning lights on the tractor, the towed unit shall be equipped with vehicle 
hazard warning lights described in subsection (a). 
(d) The two red reflectors required in the foregoing subsections shall 
be so positioned as to show from the rear, as nearly as practicable, the 
extreme width of the vehicle or combination carrying them. Provided that 
all other requirements are met, reflective tape or paint may be used in lieu 
of the reflectors required by subsection (c). 
(e) After July 1, 1979, every farm tractor and every self-propelled 
implement of husbandry designed for operation at speeds not in excess of 
25 miles per hour shall at all times be equipped with a slow moving vehicle 
emblem mounted on the rear except as provided in subsection (f). 
(f) After July 1, 1979, every combination of farm tractor described in 
subsection (e) and towed farm equipment or towed implement of hus-
bandry shall at all times be equipped with a slow moving vehicle emblem 
as follows: 
(1) Where the towed unit or any load thereon obscures the slow moving 
vehicle emblem on the farm tractor, the towed unit shall be equipped with 
a slow moving vehicle emblem. In such cases, the towing vehicle need not 
display the emblem. 
(2) Where the slow moving vehicle emblem on the farm tractor unit 
is not obscured by the towed unit or its load, then either or both may be 
equipped with the required emblem but it shall be sufficient if either has 
it. 
(g) The emblem required by subsections (e) and (f), and its mounting 
and position on the vehicle, shall comply with current standards and speci-
fications of the American Society of Agricultural Engineers as approved 
by the commissioner. 
(h) No person shall use the slo)V-moving vehicle emblem except as 
required in this section and in section 41-6-130.5 nor display the emblem 
on a vehicle traveling at a speed in excess of 25 miles per hour. 
History: C. 1953, 41-6-130, enacted by L. 
1979, ch. 242, § 34. 
Compiler's Notes. , 
Laws 1979, ch. 242, § 34 repealed old 
section 41-6-130 (L. 1955, ch. 71, § 1), relating 
to lamps on farm tractors and equipment, 
and enacted new section 41-6-130. 
Collateral References. 
Automobiles cS::;:> 149. 
60A CJS Motor Vehicles§ 263. 
41-6-130.5. Lamps and reffectors on vehicles not otherwise specified 
- Slow-moving vehicle emblems on animal-drawn vehicles. (a) Every 
vehicle, including animal-drawn vehicles and vehicles referred to in section 
41-6-117, not specifically required by the provisions of other sections in this 
chapter to be equipped with lamps or other lighting devices, shall at all 
times specified in section 41-6-118 be equipped with at least one lamp dis-
playing a white light visible from a distance of not less than 1,000 feet 
to the front of said vehicle, and shall also be equipped with two lamps 
displaying red light visible from a distance of not less than 1,000 feet to 
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the rear of said vehicle, or as an alternative, one lamp displaying a red 
light visible from a distance of not less than 1,000 feet to the rear and 
two red reflectors visible from all distances of 600 to 100 feet to the rear 
when illuminated by the lawful lower beams of head lamps. 
(b) After July 1, 1979, every animal-drawn vehicle shall at all times be 
equipped with a slow-moving vehicle emblem complying with section 
41-6-130. 
History: C. 1953, 41-6-130.5, enacted by L. 
1979, ch. 242, § 35. 
41-6-131. Spot lamps. Any motor vehicle may be equipped with not to 
exceed two spot lamps and every lighted spot lamp shall be so aimed and 
used that no part of the high intensity portion of the beam will strike the 
windshield, or any windows, mirror, or occupant of another vehicle in use. 
This section does not apply to spot lamps on authorized emergency vehi-
cles. 
History: C. 1953, 41-6-131, enacted by L. 
1979, ch. 242, § 36. 
Compiler's Notes. 
Laws 1979, ch. 242, § 36 repealed old 
section 41-6-131 (L. 1941, ch. 52, § 116; C. 
1943, 57-7-193; L. 1949, ch. 65, § 1; 1955, ch. 71, 
§ 1; 1957, ch. 78, § 8), relating to spot and fog 
lamps, and enacted new section 41-6-131. 
41-6-132. Emergency vehicles - Flashing lights - Rotating lights. 
(a) Every authorized emergency vehicle shall, in addition to any other 
equipment required by this chapter, be equipped with signal lamps 
mounted as high and as widely spaced laterally as practicable, which shall 
be capable of displaying to the front two alternately flashing red lights 
located at the same level and to the rear two alternately flashing red lights 
located at the same level, and these lights shall have sufficient intensity 
to be visible at 500 feet in normal sunlight. 
(b) A police vehicle when used as an authorized emergency vehicle may 
but need not be equipped with alternately flashing red lights specified 
herein. 
(c) In addition to the alternately flashing lighting described in subsec-
tion (a), any authorized emergency vehicle may be equipped with a lighting 
device displaying rotating beams of red light, of red and white light or 
red and blue light. 
History: C. 1953, 41-6-132, enacted by L. Compiler's Notes. 
1979, ch. 242, § 37. Laws 1979, ch. 242, § 37 repealed old 
section 41-6-132 (L. 1955, ch. 71, § 1; 1957, ch. 
78, § 9), relating to turn signal lights, and 
enacted new section 41-6-132. 
41-6-133. Warning lamps. (a) Any vehicle may be equipped with 
lamps for the purpose of warning the operators of other vehicles of the 
presence of a vehicular traffic hazard requiring the exercise of unusual care 
in approaching, overtaking or passing. 
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(b) After July 1, 1979, every bus, truck, truck-tractor, trailer, semitrail-
er or pole trailer 80 inches or more in over-all width or 30 feet or more 
in over-all length shall be equipped with lamps meeting the requirements 
of this section. 
(c) Lamps allowed by this section shall comply with regulations issued 
by the department. 
History: C. 1953, 41-6-133, enacted by L. 
1979, ch. 242, § 38. 
Compiler's Notes. 
Laws 1979, ch. 242, § 38 repealed old 
section 41-6-133 (L. 1941, ch. 52, § 118; C. 
1943, 57-7-195; L. 1949, ch. 65, § 1; 1955, ch. 71, 
§ 1), relating to side cowl, fender, running 
board, back-up lamps, and warning lamps, 
and enacted new section 41-6-133. 
41-6-133.5. Back-up lamps - Side-marker lamps. (a) Any motor 
vehicle may be equipped with one or more back-up lamps either separately 
or in combination with other lamps, but any such back-up lamp or lamps 
shall not be lighted when the motor vehicle is in forward motion. 
(b) Any vehicle may be equipped with one or more side marker lamps 
and any such lamp may be flashed in conjunction with turn or vehicular 
hazard warning signals. 
(c) Lamps allowed by this section shall comply with regulations issued 
by the department. 
History: C. 1953, 41-6-133.5, enacted by L. 
1979, ch. 242, § 39. 
41-6-134. Repealed. 
Repeal. 
Section 41-6-134 (L. 1955, ch. 71, § 1), relat-
ing to head lamps and auxiliary lamps, was 
repealed by Laws 1979, ch. 242, § 74. 
41-6-135. Lamp required for operation of vehicle on roadway or 
adjacent shoulder - Dimming of lights. (a) Whenever a motor vehicle 
is being operated on a roadway or shoulder adjacent thereto during the 
times specified in section 41-6-118, the driver shall use a distribution of 
light, or composite beam, directed high enough and of sufficient intensity 
to reveal persons and vehicles at a safe distance in advance of the vehicle, 
subject to the following requirements and limitations: 
(1) Whenever the driver of a vehicle approaches an oncoming vehicle 
within 500 feet, such driver shall use a distribution of light, or composite 
beam, so aimed that the glaring rays are not projected into the eyes of 
the oncoming driver. The lowermost distribution of light or composite 
beam, shall be deemed to avoid glare at all times, regardless of road con-
tour and loading. 
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(2) Whenever the driver of a vehicle approaches another vehicle from 
the rear, within 300 feet, such driver shall use a distribution of light other 
than the uppermost distribution of light. 
History: C. 1953, 41-6-135, enacted by L. 
1979, ch. 242, § 40. 
Compiler's Notes. 
Laws 1979, ch. 242, § 40 repealed old 
section 41-6-135 (L. 1955, ch. 71, § 1), relating 
to dimming of lights, and enacted new 
section 41-6-135. 
Collateral References. 
Duty and liability of vehicle driver blinded 
by glare of lights, 22 ALR 2d 292. 
Liability or recovery in automobile negli-
gence action as affected by motor vehicle's 
being driven or parked without dimming 
lights, 63 ALR 3d 824. 
41-6-135.5. Head lamps on farm tractors - Motor vehicles sold 
prior to certain date. Head lamp systems which provide only a single dis-
tribution of light shall be permitted on all farm tractors regardless of date 
of manufacture, and on other motor vehicles manufactured and sold prior 
to July 1, 1980, if they comply with requirements of the department. 
History: C. 1953, 41-6-135.5, enacted by L. 
1979, ch. 242, § 41. 
41-6-136, 41-6-137. Repealed. 
Repeal. 
Sections 41-6-136, 41-6-137 (L. 1941, ch. 52, 
§ 121; C. 1943, 57-7-198; C. 1943, 57-7-198.1, 
enacted by L. 1949, ch. 65, § 1), relating to 
head lamps arranged to provide a single dis-
tribution of light, and to lamps on motor-
cycles, were repealed by Laws 1979, ch. 242, 
§ 74. 
41-6-138. Requirements for slow-moving vehicles. Any motor vehicle 
may be operated under the conditions specified in section 41-6-118 when 
equipped with two lighted lamps upon the front thereof capable of 
revealing persons and vehicles 100 feet ahead provided, however, that at 
no time shall it be operated at a speed in excess of 20 miles per hour. 
History: C. 1953, 41-6-138, enacted by L. 
1979, ch. 242, § 42. 
Compiler's Notes. 
Laws 1979, ch. 242, § 42 repealed old 
section 41-6-138 (L. 1941, ch. 52, § 122; C. 
1943, 57-7-199), relating to lighting require-
41-6-138.10. Repealed. 
Repeal. 
Section 41-6-138.10 (L. 1973, ch. 83, § 1), 
relating to slow-moving vehicle emblems, 
was repealed by Laws 1979, ch. 242, § 74. 
ments for slow-moving vehicles, and enacted 
new section 41-6-138. 
Collateral References. 
Automobiles <S:=> 149. 
60A CJS Motor Vehicles § 263. 
41-6-139. Number of front lamps required and permitted. (a) At 
all times specified in section 41-6-118, at least two lighted head lamps shall 
be displayed, one on each side at the front of every motor vehicle, except 
when such vehicle is parked subject to the regulations governing lights on 
parked vehicles. 
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(b) Whenever a motor vehicle equipped with head lamps as herein 
required is also equipped with any auxiliary lamps or a spot lamp or any 
other lamp on the front thereof projecting a beam of an intensity greater 
than 300 candlepower, not more than a total of four of any such lamps 
on the front of a vehicle shall be lighted at any one time when upon a 
highway. 
History: L. 1941, ch. 52, § 123; C. 1943, 
57-7-200; L. 1949, ch. 65, § 1; 1979, ch. 242, 
§43. 
Compiler's Notes. 
The 1949 amendment inserted "other than 
a motorcycle or motor-driven cycle, which 
shall display at least one lighted front lamp" 
in subsec. (a). 
The 1979 amendment inserted "head" 
before "lamps" in subsec. (a); and deleted 
"other than a motorcycle or motor-driven 
cycle, which shall display at least one lighted 
front lamp" after "every motor vehicle" in 
subsec. (a). 
Collateral References. 
Driving motor vehicle without lights or 
with improper lights as affecting liability for 
collision, 21 ALR 2d 7. 
Driving motor vehicle without lights or 
with improper lights as gross negligence or 
the like warranting recovery by guest under 
guest statute or similar common-law rule, 21 
ALR2d 209. 
Liability or recovery of automobile negli-
gence action arising out of collision or upset 
as affected by operation of vehicle without 
front lights, or with improper front lights, 62 
ALR 3d 560. 
41-6-140. High intensity beams - Red lights - Flashing lights -
Color of rear lights and reflectors. (a) During the times specified in 
section 41-6-118, any lighted lamp or illuminating device upon a motor 
vehicle, other than head lamps, spot lamps, auxiliary lamps, flashing turn 
signals, vehicular hazard warning lamps and school bus warning lamps, 
which projects a beam of light of an intensity greater than 300 candle-
power shall be so directed that no part of the high intensity portion of 
the beam will strike the level of the roadway on which the vehicle stands 
at a distance of more than 75 feet from the vehicle. 
(b) Except as required in sections 41-6-132 and 41-6-140.10, no person 
shall drive or move any vehicle or equipment upon any highway with any 
lamp or device capable of displaying a red light visible from directly in 
front of the center thereof. 
(c) Flashing lights are prohibited except as authorized or required in 
sections 41-6-121.10, 41-6-130, 41-6-132, 41-6-133, 41-6-140.10 and 
41-6-140.20. 
(d) The alternately flashing lights described in sections 41-6-132 and 
41-6-140.10 shall not be used on any vehicle other than a school bus or an 
authorized emergency vehicle. The rotating light described in section 
41-6-132 shall not be used on any vehicle other than an authorized emer-
gency vehicle. 
(e) All lighting devices and reflectors mounted on the rear of any vehi-
cle shall display or reflect a red color, except the stop light or other signal 
device, which may be red or yellow, and except that the light illuminating 
the license plate shall be white and the light emitted by a back-up lamp 
shall be white. 
History: C. 1953, 41-6-140, enacted by L. Compiler's Notes. 
1979, ch. 242, § 44. Laws 1979, ch. 242, § 44 repealed old 
section 41-6-140 (L. 1955, ch. 71, § 1; 1961, ch. 
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86, § 1; 1967, ch. 92, § 1; 1973, ch. 84, § 1), lating white lights, and enacted new section 
relating to high intensity beams, red lights, 41-6-140. 
and flashing, rotating, revolving, or oscil-
41-6-140.10. Standards and specifications for lighting and special 
warning devices on school buses. (a) Every school bus shall, in addition 
to any other equipment and distinctive markings required by this chapter, 
be equipped with signal lamps mounted as high and as widely spaced later-
ally as practicable, which shall display to the front two alternately flashing 
red lights located at the same level and to the rear two alternately flashing 
red lights located at the same level, and these lights shall be visible at 
500 feet in normal sunlight. 
(b) Any school bus shall, in addition to the lights required by subsec-
tion (a), be equipped with yellow signal lamps mounted near each of the 
four red lamps and at the same level but closer to the vertical centerline 
of the bus, which shall display two alternately flashing yellow lights to the 
front and two alternately flashing yellow lights to the rear, and these 
lights shall be visible at 500 feet in normal sunlight. These lights shall 
be displayed by the school bus driver at least 100 feet, but not more than 
500 feet, before every stop at which the alternately flashing red lights 
required by subsection (a) will be actuated. 
(c) The department is authorized to adopt standards and specifications 
applicable to lighting equipment on and special warning devices to be car-
ried by school buses consistent with the provisions of this chapter, but 
supplemental thereto. Such standards and specifications shall correlate 
with and so far as possible conform to the specifications then current as 
approved by the Society of Automotive Engineers. 
History: C. 1953, 41-6-140.10, enacted by 
L. 1979, ch. 242, § 45. 
Compiler's Notes. 
Laws 1979, ch. 242, § 45 repealed old 
section 41-6-140.10 (L. 1955, ch. 71, § 1; 1961, 
ch. 86, § 1), relating to lights and special 
warning devices on school buses, and enacted 
new section 41-6-140.10. 
Cross-References. 
Regulations regarding design and opera-
tion of school buses, 41-6-115. 
School bus, signs and light signals, duty to 
stop, driver, operation of signals, 41-6-100.10. 
School buses removed from service and put 
to nonschool use, repainting, 41-7-4. 
41-6-140.20. Highway construction and maintenance vehicles -
Transportation department to adopt rules for lighting. (a) The 
department of transportation shall adopt specifications and rules governing 
the design and use of special flashing lights on vehicles engaged in highway 
construction or maintenance operations. 
(b) The driver of any such vehicle shall comply with rules adopted 
under this section. 
History: C. 1953, 41-6-140.20, enacted by 
L. 1979, ch. 242, § 46. 
Compiler's Notes. 
Laws 1979, ch. 242, § 46 repealed old 
section 41-6-140.20 (L. 1955, ch. 71, § 1; 1961, 
ch. 86, § 1), relating to the road commission's 
adoption of standards for lights on snow 
removal equipment and other work vehicles, 
and enacted new section 41-6-140.20. 
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41-6-141. Sale or use of unapproved lighting equipment or devices 
prohibited. (a) On and after July 1, 1979, no person shall have for sale, 
sell or offer for sale for use upon or as a part of the equipment of a motor 
vehicle, trailer, semitrailer, or pole trailer or use upon any such vehicle 
any head lamp, auxiliary, or fog lamp, rear lamp, signal lamp or reflector, 
which reflector is required hereunder, or parts of any of the foregoing 
which tend to change the original design or performance, unless of a type 
which has been submitted to the commissioner and approved by him. The 
foregoing provision of this section shall not apply to equipment in actual 
use when this section is adopted or replacement parts therefor. 
(b) No person shall have for sale, sell or offer for sale for use upon 
or as a part of the equipment of a motor vehicle, trailer, semitrailer or 
pole trailer any lamp or device mentioned in this section which has been 
approved by the commissioner unless such lamp or device bears thereon 
the trademark or name under which it is approved so as to be legible when 
installed. 
(c) No person shall use upon any motor vehicle, trailer, semitrailer or 
pole trailer any lamps mentioned in this section unless said lamps are 
mounted, adjusted and aimed in accordance with instructions of the com-
missioner. 
History: C. 1953, 41-6-141, enacted by L. 
1979, ch. 242, § 47. 
Compiler's Notes. 
Laws 1979, ch. 242, § 47 repealed old 
section 41-6-141 (L. 1941, ch. 52, § 125; C. 
1943, 57-7-202; L. 1955, ch. 71, § 1; 1975, ch. 
207, § 53), relating to the sale or use of 
unapproved lighting equipment or devices, 
and enacted new section 41-6-141. 
Collateral References. 
Driving motor vehicle without lights or 
with improper lights as affecting liability for 
collision, 21 ALR 2d 7. 
Driving motor vehicle without lights or 
with improper lights as gross negligence or 
the like warranting recovery by guest under 
guest statute or similar common-law rule, 21 
ALR2d 209. 
Liability or recovery of automobile negli-
gence action arising out of collision or upset 
as affected by operation of vehicle without 
front lights, or with improper front lights, 62 
ALR3d 560. 
41-6-141.5. Sale of unapproved lighting and other equipment pro-
hibited. (a) A person shall not sell or offer for sale any lamp, reflector, 
hydraulic brake fluid, seat belt, safety glass, emergency disablement warn-
ing device, studded tire, motorcycle helmet, eye protection device for 
motorists, or red rear bicycle reflector unless and until it has been 
approved by the department. 
(b) A person shall not sell or offer for sale any item of equipment for 
which a standard has been adopted under section 41-6-142 unless and until 
it has been approved by the department. 
History: C. 1953, 41-6-141.5, enacted by L. 
1979, ch. 242, § 48. 
41-6-142. Department to adopt standards for lights and other 
equipment - Compliance with federal standards - Trademark or 
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brand name. (a) The department shall adopt standards for lamps, reflec-
tors, hydraulic brake fluids, seat belts, safety glass, emergency disablement 
warning devices, studded tires, motorcyclist helmets, eye protection devices 
and red rear bicycle reflectors. 
(b) The department may adopt standards for safety equipment that 
must comply with standards of the United States Department of Trans-
portation. 
(c) All standards adopted under subsections (a) and (b) shall conform, 
insofar as possible, with standards issued by the United States Department 
of Transportation and other federal agencies. If no federal standard is 
applicable, standards adopted by the department may conform with stan-
dards issued or endorsed by any recognized organization or agency such 
as, but not limited to, the Vehicle Equipment Safety Commission, Ameri-
can National Standards Institute and Society of Automotive Engineers; 
provided, however, that where any such standards adopted by the depart-
ment either prohibit or require the sale or use of any equipment, device, 
or system, not prohibited or required under any federal standard, such 
standards shall only be adopted to abate a proven safety hazard caused 
by the use or lack of such equipment, device, or system, on vehicles oper-
ated within the State of Utah, and shall, insofar as possible, be consistent 
with requirements adopted by other states. 
(d) The department may adopt standards by reference provided the 
department makes copies of the standards available to any person request-
ing them. 
(e) Any equipment described in 41-6-141.5 or any package containing 
the equipment shall bear the manufacturer's trademark or brand name 
unless it complies with identification requirements of the United States 
Department of Transportation or other federal agencies. 
History: C. 1953, 41-6-142, enacted by L. 
1979, ch. 242, § 49. 
Compiler's Notes. 
Laws 1979, ch. 242, § 49 repealed old 
,section 41-6-142 (L. 1941, ch. 52, § 126; C. 
1943, 57-7-203; L. 1955, ch. 71, § 1; 1967, ch. 93, 
§ 1), relating to the approval of lighting 
devices by the department, and standards 
and specifications for such devices, and 
enacted new section 41-6-142. 
41-6-143. Departmental approval of lighting devices or safety 
equipment. (a) The department is hereby required te approve or disap-
prove any lighting device or other safety equipment, component or assem-
bly of a type for which approval is specifically required in this article 
within a reasonable time after such approval has been requested. 
(b) The department shall establish the procedure to be followed when 
request for approval of any lighting device or other safety equipment, com-
ponent or assembly is submitted under this section. The procedure may 
provide for submission of such device, component or assembly to the Amer-
ican Association of Motor Vehicle Administrators as the agent of the com-
missioner and for the issuance of an approval certificate by the association 
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in the name of the commissioner in lieu of submission of the device, compo-
nent or assembly to the commissioner. Approval issued by the association 
shall have the same force and effect as if it has been issued by the commis-
sioner. 
(c) The commissioner shall maintain and publish lists of all devices, 
components or assemblies which have been approved by him. 
( d) Approvals shall remain valid unless revoked under section 
41-6-143.5 or unless the commissioner requires them to be renewed under 
regulations issued by him. 
History: C. 1953, 41-6-143, enacted by L. 
1979, ch. 242, § 50. 
Compiler's Notes. 
Laws 1979, ch. 242, § 50 repealed old 
section 41-6-143 (L. 1941, ch. 52, § 127; C. 
1943, 57-7-204; L. 1975, ch. 207, § 55), relating 
to departmental hearings upon the question 
of the sale of devices not in compliance with 
this act, and enacted new section 41-6-143. 
41-6-143.5. Departmental hearings :-- Compliance of approved 
devices - Revocation of approval - Reapproval. (a) Whenever the 
commissioner has reason to believe that a device approved under section 
41-6-143 does not comply with his standards, he shall upon 30 days notice 
to the one to whom approval was issued conduct a hearing upon the ques-
tion of the continued compliance of the approved device. After the hearing 
the commissioner shall determine whether the device meets the require-
ments of the applicable standard. If the device does not meet those require-
ments the commissioner shall give notice to the one to whom the approval 
has been issued of his intention to revoke the approval. If the holder of 
the approval fails to satisfy the commissioner that the device being sold 
or offered for sale meets the applicable standard within 90 days of the 
notice, the commissioner shall revoke the approval and shall require the 
withdrawal of all such devices from the market and may require that all 
devices sold since the notification be replaced by devices that do comply. 
(b) When an approval has been revoked pursuant to this section, the 
device shall not be again approved unless and until it has been submitted 
to reapproval and it has been demonstrated, in the same manner as in an 
application for an . original approval, that the device fully meets the 
requirements of the applicable standard. The commissioner may require 
that all previously approved items are being effectively recalled and 
removed from the market as a condition for reapproval. 
History: C. 1953, 41-6-143.5, enacted by L. 
1979, ch. 242, § 51. 
41-6-144. Purchase and testing of equipment by department - Pro-
hibition against sale of substandard devices - Injunction - Review 
- Appeal. (a) The department may purchase and test equipment 
described in section 41-6-141.5 to determine whether it complies with its 
standards. 
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(b) Upon identification of unapproved or substandard devices being sold 
or offered for sale, the commissioner shall give notice to the person selling 
them that he is in violation of section 41-6-141.5 and that selling or offering 
them for sale is prohibited. 
(c) In order to enforce the prohibition against the sale or offer for sale 
of unapproved or substandard devices, the commissioner may file a petition 
in the district court of the county in which the person maintains a place 
of business to enjoin any further sale or offer of sale of such unapproved 
or substandard devices. Upon a prima facie showing that: (1) such device 
is of a type required to be approved by the commissioner; (2) it has not 
been approved; and (3) it is being sold or offered for sale, the injunction 
shall be issued. 
(d) Any person so enjoined may file a petition for a review of the 
court's order in the county in which the injunction was issued. A copy of 
such petition shall be served upon the commissioner and the commissioner 
shall have 30 days after such service to file an answer, but such petition 
shall not act as a stay of the injunction. At the hearing upon the petition, 
the judge shall sit without intervention of a jury and shall only receive 
evidence as to whether the devices in question: (1) are of a type for which 
approval by the commissioner is required; (2) have or have not been so 
approved; and (3) are in fact being sold or offered for sale in violation of 
section 41-6-141.5. Upon a finding by the court that such device: (1) is of 
a type required to be approved by the commissioner; (2) that it has not 
in fact been approved; and (3) that it is being sold or offered for sale, the 
injunction shall be continued. 
(e) Either party may appeal the decision of the court in the same man-
ner as in other civil appeals from the district court. 
History: C. 1953, 41-6-144, enacted by L. 
1979, ch. 242, § 52. 
Compiler's Notes. 
Laws 1979, ch. 242, § 52 repealed old 
section 41-6-144 (L. 1955, ch. 71, § 1; 1961, ch. 
87, § [1]; 1967, ch. 94, § 1), relating to brake 
equipment requirements, and enacted new 
section 41-6-144. 
41-6-145. Braking systems required - Adoption of performance 
requirements by department. (a) Every motor vehicle and every combi-
nation of vehicles shall have a service braking system which will stop the 
vehicle or combination within 40 feet from an initial speed of 20 miles per 
hour on a level, dry, smooth, hard surface or within such shorter distance 
as may be specified by the department. 
(b) Every motor vehicle and combination of vehicles shall have a park-
ing brake system adequate to hold the vehicle or combination on any grade 
on which it is operated under all conditions of loading on a surface free 
from snow, ice or loose material or which shall comply with performance 
standards issued by the department. 
(c) When necessary for safe operation, the department may by regula-
tion require additional braking systems. 
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(d) The department :may adopt performance requirements for braking 
systems under this section. In formulating these requirements, the depart-
ment shall consider standards of the United States Department of Trans-
portation, recommendations of other agencies and organizations, different 
classes of vehicles, deceleration rates, speeds, weather, loads, terrain and 
all other factors bearing on safe highway operations. 
History: C. 1953, 41-6-145, enacted by L. 
1979, ch. 242, § 53. . 
Compiler's Notes. 
Laws 1979, ch. 242, § 53 repealed old 
section 41-6-145 (C. 1943, 57-7-205.1, enacted 
by L. 1949, ch. 65, § 1; 1961, ch. 86, § 1), relat-
ing to the inspection of brakes on motor-
cycles, and enacted new section 41-6-145. 
Collateral References. 
Automobiles cS=> 148. 
60A CJS Motor Vehicles § 261. 
Brakes, 7 A AmJur 2d 360, Automobiles 
and Highway Traffic § 187. 
Braking appliances, liability for injury 
caused by inadequacy on motor vehicles, 14 
ALR 1339, 63 ALR 398, 170 ALR 611. 
Liability of owner or operator of motor 
vehicle for injury, death, or property damage 
resulting from defective brakes, 40 ALR 3d 9. 
DECISIONS UNDER FORMER LAW 
Causation. 
Even though it might have been shown as 
a matter of law that a car owner was guilty 
of negligence in permitting the operation of a 
car with faulty brakes, there still remained a 
jury question as to causation, since the 
driver admitted that he did not see the plain-
tiff children and this fact should have been 
considered along with other attendant facts 
as establishing his failure to keep a proper 
lookout. Morley v. Rodberg (1958) 7 U 2d 299, 
323 P 2d 717. . 
Failure to stop, 
The fact that the driver of a trailer-truck 
was unable to bring the truck to a stop 
within 30 feet after application of the brakes, 
as required by this section, would warrant a 
conclusion that he was traveling at a greater 
speed than 20 miles per hour. Hardman v. 
Thurman, (1951) 121 U 143,239 P 2d 215. 
41-6-146. Horns and warning devices - Emergency vehicles. 
(a) Every motor vehicle when operated upon a highway shall be equipped 
with a horn in good working order and capable of emitting sound audible 
under normal conditions from a distance of not less than 200 feet, but no 
horn or other warning device shall emit an unreasonably loud or harsh 
sound or a whistle. The driver of a motor vehicle shall when reasonably 
necessary to insure safe operation give audible warning with his horn but 
shall not otherwise use such horn when upon a highway. 
(b) No vehicle shall be equipped with nor shall any person use upon 
a vehicle any siren, whistle or bell, except as otherwise permitted in this 
section. 
(c) Any vehicle may be equipped with a theft alarm signal device which 
is so arranged that it cannot be used by the driver as an ordinary warning 
signal. Such a theft alarm signal device may use a whistle, bell, horn or 
other audible signal but shall not use a siren. 
(d) Every authorized emergency vehicle shall be equipped with a siren, 
whistle or bell, capable of emitting sound audible under normal conditions 
from a distance of not less than 500 feet and of a type approved by the 
department, but such siren shall not be used except when such vehicle is 
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operated in response to an emergency call or in the immediate pursuit of 
an actual or suspected violator of the law, in which said latter events the 
driver of such vehicle shall sound said siren when reasonably necessary 
to warn pedestrians and other drivers of the approach thereof. 
History: C. 1953, 41-6-146, enacted by L. 
1979, ch. 242, § 54. 
Compiler's Notes. 
Laws 1979, ch. 242, § 54 repealed old 
section 41-6-146 (L. 1941, ch. 52, § 129; C. 
1943, 57-7-206; L. 1975, ch. 207, § 56), relating 
to horns and warning devices, and enacted 
new section 41-6-146. 
In general. 
In action for alleged wrongful death of 
eleven-year-old boy resulting from collision 
between defendant's automobile and bicycle, 
instruction that driver of vehicle intending to 
pass another vehicle, does not, under all cir-
cumstances, owe duty of sounding horn, but 
sounding of horn is left to judgment of oper-
ator in exercise of due care, conformed with 
this section, and was not erroneous. Manning 
v. Powers (1950) 117 U 310, 215 P 2d 396. 
In action for wrongful death of eleven-
year-old boy, two instructions, one conform-
ing with this section, to the effect that driver 
of vehicle intending to pass another vehicle 
does not, under all circumstances, owe duty 
of sounding horn, but sounding of horn is left 
to judgment of operator in exercise of due 
care, the other based on subsec. (b) of 
41-6-55, were not inconsistent, where instruc-
tions dealt with different fact situations. 
Manning v. Powers (1950) 117 U 310, 215 P 2d 
396. 
Construction. 
This section d~es not place a duty upon a 
driver to sound his horn in any particular 
traffic situation, but instead requires due 
care in the exercise of judgment as to 
whether such warning is necessary. Naisbitt 
v. Eggett (1956) 5 U 2d 5, 295 P 2d 832. 
Failure to give a warning signal does not 
constitute negligence when there is no appar-
ent necessity for such a warning. Naisbitt v. 
Eggett (1956) 5 U 2d 5, 295 P 2d 832. 
Duty to sound horn. 
Instruction that driver of automobile had 
no duty to sound horn upon attempting to 
pass another vehicle was objectionable on 
basis that while there is no general duty to 
sound his horn, driver does have duty to give 
audible warning of approach and intention to 
pass where it would appear from all circum-
stances that such warning is reasonably 
necessary to ensure safe operation. Barton v. 
Jensen (1967) 19 U 2d 196, 429 P 2d 44. 
Collateral References. 
Curve or hill, duty and liability with 
respect to giving audible signal where 
driver's view ahead obstructed at, 16 ALR 3d 
897. 
Intersection, duty and liability with 
respect to giving audible signal at, 21 ALR 3d 
268. 
Passing, duty and liability with respect to 
giving audible signal before, 22 ALR 3d 325. 
Pedestrian, duty and liability with respect 
to giving audible signal upon approaching, 24 
ALR 3d 183. 
41-6-147. Mufflers - Prevention of noise, smoke and fumes - Air 
pollution control devices. (a) Every vehicle shall be equipped, main-
tained and operated so as to prevent excessive or unusual noise. Every 
motor vehicle shall at all times be equipped with a muffler or other eff ec-
tive noise suppressing system in good working order and in constant opera-
tion, and no person shall use a muffler cut-out, bypass or similar device. 
(b) The engine and power mechanism of every motor vehicle shall be 
so equipped and adjusted as to prevent the escape of excessive fumes or 
smoke. 
(c) Every motor vehicle which has been equipped by a manufacturer 
with air pollution control devices must have such devices in good working 
order and in constant operation. An air pollution control device may be 
substituted for the manufacturer's original device, provided said device 
shall be at least as effective in the reduction of emissions from the vehicle 
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motor as the air pollution control devices furnished by the manufacturer 
of said vehicle as standard equipment for purposes of the first sale at retail 
of vehicles of the same class. It shall be unlawful for any person to render 
inoperable on any motor vehicle air pollution control devices. 
(d) Subsection (c) does not apply to motor vehicles altered and modified 
to use propane where the emissions from such modified or altered vehicle 
are at levels which comply with existing state or federal standards for the 
emission of pollutants from motor vehicles. 
History: L. 1941, ch. 52, § 130; C. 1943, 
57-7-207; L. 1949, ch. 65, § 1; 1955, ch. 72, § 1; 
1971, ch. 97, § 1; 1973, ch. 85, § 1; 1973, ch. 86, 
§ 1; 1979, ch. 242, § 55. 
Compiler's Notes. 
The 1949 amendment added subsec. (b). 
The 1955 amendment added the last sen-
tence in subsec. (a). 
The 1971 amendment added subsec. (c), 
relating to air pollution control devices. 
The 1973 amendment by chapter 85 deleted 
"manufactured after 1970" after "motor 
vehicle" in the first sentence of subd. (c). 
The 1973 amendment by chapter 86 added 
subsec. (d). 
The 1979 amendment inserted the first sen-
tence of subsec. (a); rewrote the second sen-
tence of subsec. (a) which read: "Every motor 
vehicle shall at all times be equipped with a 
muffler in good working order and in con-
stant operation to prevent excessive or 
unusual noise and annoying smoke, and no 
person shall use a muffler cut-out, bypaBB or 
similar device upon a motor vehicle on a 
highway"; and deleted a final sentence in 
subsec. (a) which read "Said muffler shall be 
at least as effective in the reduction of the 
exhaust noises of the vehicle motor as the 
type of muffler furnished by the manufac-
turer of said vehicle as standard equipment 
for purposes of the first sale at retail of vehi-
cles of the same class." 
Collateral References. 
Automobiles <S:=> 148. 
60A CJS Motor Vehicles§ 260. 
7A AmJur 2d 368, Automobiles and High-
way Traffic § 194. 
Law Reviews. 
Utah Environmental Problems and Legis-
lative Response, Jerry W. Raisch, 1972 Utah 
L. Rev. 479, 1973 Utah L. Rev. 1. 
41-6-148. Mirrors. (a) Every motor vehicle shall be equipped with a 
mirror mounted on the left side of the vehicle and so located as to reflect 
to the driver a view of the highway to the rear of the vehicle. 
(b) Every motor vehicle except a motorcycle shall be equipped with an 
additional mirror mounted either inside the vehicle approximately in the 
center or outside the vehicle on the right side and so located as to reflect 
to the driver a view of the highway to the rear of the vehicle. 
History: C. 1953, 41-6-148, enacted by L. 
1979, ch. 242, § 56. 
Compiler's Notes. 
Laws 1979, ch. 242, § 56 repealed old 
section 41-6-148 (L. 1941, ch. 52, § 131; C. 
1943, 57-7-208), relating to rear-view mirrors, 
and enacted new section 41-6-148. 
Collateral References. 
Operation of regulations requiring motor 
vehicles to be equipped with adequate mir-
rors, 27 ALR 2d 1040. 
41-6-148.10. Seat belts - Design and installation - Specifications 
or requirements. Seat belts. - (a) Any safety belt or safety harness 
installed in a vehicle and large enough to accommodate an adult person 
shall be designed and installed in such manner as to prevent or materially 
reduce the movement of the person using the same in the event of collision 
or upset of the vehicle. 
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(b) The department shall establish specifications or requirements for 
approved-type safety belts and safety harnesses, attachments and installa-
tion, and the specifications or requirements shall not be lower in standard 
than those specifications or requirements for safety belts or safety har-
nesses established by the Society of Automotive Engineers or American 
Standards Association. 
(c) No person shall sell, offer, or keep for sale any safety belt, safety 
harness, or attachments thereto for use in a vehicle unless of a type which 
has been approved by the department. 
History: C. 1953, 41-6-148.10, enacted by 
L. 1961, ch. 86, § 2. 
Collateral References. 
Automobile occupant's failure to use seat 
belt as contributory negligence, 92 ALR 3d 9. 
Contributory negligence, automobile 
occupant's failure to use seat belt as, 15 ALR 
3d 1428. 
Liability of owner or operator of motor 
vehicle or aircraft for injury or death alleg-
edly resulting from failure to furnish or 
require use of seat belt, 49 ALR 3d 295. 
Nonuse of automobile seatbelts as evidence 
of comparative negligence, 95 ALR 3d 239. 
Nonuse of seat belt as failure to mitigate 
damages, 80 ALR 3d 1033. 
41-6-148.30. Vehicle modifications - Lowering body or chassis pro-
hibited - Exceptions. (a) It shall be unlawful for any person to operate 
a motor vehicle on any highway or road within the state of Utah when 
such vehicle has been mechanically altered or changed to cause the lowest 
part of the body or chassis to be closer to the ground, or to increase or 
decrease the distance between the ground and the lowest part of any 
bumper or other similar impact-absorbing equipment, than it was at the 
time it was manufactured. The provisions of this section shall not apply 
to the following vehicles: 
(1) Implements of husbandry. 
(2) Farm tractors. 
(3) Road machinery. 
(4) Road rollers. 
(b) When any motor vehicle was originally equipped with bumpers or 
any other collision energy absorption or attenuation system, that system 
shall be maintained in good operational condition, and no person shall 
remove or disconnect, and no owner shall cause or knowingly permit the 
removal or disconnection of, any part of that system except temporarily 
in order to make repairs, replacements or adjustments. 
History: C. 1953, 41-6-148.30, enacted by 
L. 1961, ch. 86, § 2; L. 1971, ch. 99, § 1; 1979, 
ch. 242, § 57. 
Compiler's Notes. 
The 1971 amendment inserted the provi-
sion relating to bumper modifications. 
The 1979 amendment added subsec. (b); 
and made minor changes in style. 
41-6-148.40. Safety chains on towed vehicles required - Excep-
tions. Safety chains on trailers. - Every towed vehicle shall be coupled 
by means of a safety chain, cable or equivalent device, in addition to the · 
regular trailer hitch or coupling. 
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(a) Such safety chain, cable ~--equivalent device shall be securely con-
nected with the chassis of the towing vehicle, the towed vehicle and the 
drawbar. 
(b) It shall be of sufficient material and strength to prevent the two 
vehicles from becoming separated, and shall have no more slack than is 
necessary for proper turning. 
(c) Such safety chain, cable or equivalent device shall be attached to 
the trailer drawbar [so] as to prevent it from dropping to the ground, and 
to assure the towed vehicle follows substantially in the course of the 
towing vehicle in case the vehicle[s] become separated. 
(d) This requirement does not apply to a semitrailer having a connect-
ing device composed of a fifth wheel and king pin assembly, nor to a pole 
trailer. 
History: C. 1953, 41-6-148.40, enacted by Compiler's Notes. 
L. 1961, ch. 86, § 2. The bracketed word "so" and the Jetter "s" 
in subd. (c) were inserted by the compiler. 
41-6-149. Windshields and windows - Obstructions reducing visi-
bility - Wipers. (a) No person shall drive any motor vehicle with any 
sign, poster, or other nontransparent material upon the front windshield, 
sidewings, side or rear windows of such vehicle other than a certificate or 
other paper required to be so displayed by law, except that such other 
nontransparent materials may be used along the top edge of the windshield 
in an area not to exceed three inches to right or left of center of the wind-
shield and such materials shall not extend downward more than four 
inches from the top edge of the windshield, or in the lower left-hand corner 
of the rear window provided it does not extend more than three inches 
to the right of the left edge or more than four inches above the bottom 
edge of said window. 
(b) The windshield on every motor vehicle shall be equipped with a 
device for cleaning rain, snow, or other moisture from the windshield, 
which device shall be so constructed as to be controlled or operated by the 
driver of the vehicle. 
(c) Every windshield wiper upon a motor vehicle shall be maintained 
in good working order. 
(d) Any motor vehicle which is operated on the highways of .this state 
and has no rear or rear side window or windows or has a rear window 
or rear side windows composed of, covered by or treated with any material, 
substance, system, or component which, when viewed from the position of 
the driver, obstructs the view of the driver or makes such window or win-
dows opaque and nontransparent, shall be equipped with an exterior 
mirror on each side, so located with respect to the driver's position as to 
comply with the visibility requirements of section 41-6-148. 
(e) No person shall operate any motor vehicle on the highways of this 
state on which the windshield or any side window adjacent to or to the 
434 
TRAFFIC RULES AND REGULATIONS 41-6-150 
front of the position of the driver is composed of, covered by, or treated 
with any material, substance, system, or component which: 
(1) Presents a metallic or mirrored appearance when viewed from out-
side the vehicle; or 
(2) Makes such window opaque and nontransparent or which obstructs 
the view of the driver when viewed from the position of the driver. 
History: L. 1941, ch. 52, § 132; C. 1943, 
57-7-209; L. 1955, ch. 71, § 1; 1969, ch. 114, § 1; 
1971, ch. 100, § 1; 1979, ch. 242, § 58. 
Compiler's Notes. 
The 1955 amendment added the exception 
in subsec. (a). 
The 1969 amendment inserted subsec. (b); 
and redesignated former subsecs. (b) and (c) 
as (c) and (d). 
The 1971 amendment added the provision 
in subsec. (a) relating to rear window sticker 
display. 
The 1979 amendment deleted former 
subsec. (b), relating to material sprayed or 
applied to windows; redesignated former 
subsecs. (c) and (d) as (b) and (c); and added 
subsecs. (d) and (e). 
Collateral References. 
Defective vehicular windows, 3 ALR 4th 
489. 
Windshield in automobile, use when 
restricting view of driver of automobile as 
affecting negligence, 10 ALR 299. 
41-6-150. Tires which are prohibited - Regulatory powers of state 
transportation department - Winter use of studs - Special permits 
- Tread depth. (a) Every solid rubber tire on a vehicle shall have 
rubber on its entire traction surface at least one inch thick above the edge 
of the flange of the entire periphery. 
(b) No person shall operate or move on any highway any motor vehicle, 
trailer, or semitrailer having any metal tire in contact with the roadway. 
(c) No tire on a vehicle moved on a highway shall have on its periphery 
any block, stud, flange, cleat, or spike or any other protuberances of any 
material other than rubber which project beyond the tread of the traction 
surface of the tire, except as otherwise provided in this section. The state 
department of transportation may by regulation permit the use of tires 
on a vehicle having protuberances other than rubber when it concludes 
that they will not damage the highway significantly, or constitute a hazard 
to life, health or property. Notwithstanding anything to the contrary con-
tained in this section or in any such regulation, it is permissible to use 
on a vehicle tires with protuberances consisting of tungsten carbide studs 
during the periods of October fifteenth through December thirty-first and 
January first through March thirty-first of each year if the tungsten car-
bide studs shall not project beyond the tread of the traction surface of the 
tire more than .050 inches; but tires bearing these tungsten carbide studs 
shall not be used at any time on a vehicle with a maximum gross weight 
in excess of 9,000 pounds unless the vehicle is an emergency vehicle or 
school bus, an emergency vehicle or school bus being allowed to use tires 
bearing these studs during these periods. It shall be permissible to use 
farm machinery with tires having protuberances which will not injure the 
highway, and also it shall be permissible to use tire chains of reasonable 
proportions upon any vehicle when required for safety because of snow, 
ice, or other conditions tending to cause a vehicle to skid. 
435 
41-6-150.10 MOTOR VEHICLES 
(d) The department of transportation and local authorities in their 
respective jurisdictions may, in their discretion, issue special permits 
authorizing the operation upon a highway of traction engines or tractors 
having movable tracks with transverse corrugations upon the periphery of 
such movable tracks or farm tractors or other farm machinery, the opera-
tion of which upon a highway would otherwise be prohibited under this 
chapter. 
(e) A person shall not operate any vehicle when one or more of the tires 
in use on that vehicle is in unsafe operating condition or has a tread depth 
less than 2/32 inch measured in any two adjacent tread grooves at three 
equally spaced intervals around the circumference of the tire but such 
measurements shall not be made at the location of any tread wear indica-
tor, tie bar, hump or fillet. 
(f) A person in the business of selling tires shall not sell or off er for 
sale for highway use any tire which is in unsafe condition or which has 
a tread depth of less than 2/32 inch measured as specified in subsection 
(e). 
History: L. 1941, ch. 52, § 133; C. 1943, 
57-7-210; L. 1961, ch. 86, § 1; 1966 (1st S.S.), 
ch. 8, § 1; 1973, ch. 87, § 1; 1977, ch. 117, § 11; 
1979, ch. 242, § 59; 1981, ch. 135, § 1; 1981, ch. 
270, § 1. 
Compiler's Notes. 
The 1961 amendment substituted "their 
respective jurisdictions" for "the respective 
jurisdictions" in subsec. (d). 
The 1966 (1st S.S.) amendment substituted 
"except that the state road commission • • • 
to life, health or property" at the end of the 
first sentence of subsec. (c) for "except that it 
shall be permissible to use farm machinery 
with tires having protuberances which will 
not injure the highway, and except also that 
it shall be permissible to use tire chains of 
reasonable proportions upon any vehicle 
when required for safety because of snow, 
ice, or other conditions tending to cause a 
vehicle to skid"; and added the second sen-
tence of subsec. (c). 
The 1973 amendment inserted the provi-
sions relating to the use of tires with 
tungsten carbide studs in subsec. (c); and 
added subsec. (e). 
The 1977 amendment substituted "trans-
portation fund" near the middle of subsec. (c) 
for "highway construction and maintenance 
fund"; and made minor changes in style. 
The 1979 amendment substituted "depart-
ment of transportation" for "road commis-
sion" in subsecs. (c) and (d); inserted subsecs. 
(e) and (f); redesignated former subsec. (e) as 
(g); and made minor changes in phraseology. 
This section was amended twice in the 1981 
session, once by chapter 135, effective July 1, 
1981, and once by chapter 270, approved 
February 13, 1981. The compiler has made a 
composite section including the changes 
made by both. 
The 1981 amendment by chapter 135 
deleted "50% shall be distributed to the B 
and C road funds of cities and counties" in 
the provision relating to fees assessed for 
studded tires. 
The 1981 amendment by chapter 270 elimi-
nated the provision for collection of fees for 
studded tires. 
Collateral References. 
Automobiles <;;::::, 148. 
60A CJS Motor Vehicles§ 260. 
Tires, 7A AmJur 2d 1029, Automobiles and 
Highway Traffic§ 783. 
Blowout or other failure of tire, liability of 
motor vehicle owner or operator for accident 
occasioned by, 24 ALR 2d 161. 
Injuries to passengers from accident occa-
sioned by blowout or other failure of tire, lia-
bility of motor carrier for, 44 ALR 2d 835. 
Liability for injury or death allegedly 
caused by defective tire, 81 ALR 3d 318. 
Res ipsa loquitur as applied to accident 
resulting from wheel or part thereof becom-
ing detached from motor vehicle, 79 ALR 3d 
346. 
41-6-150.10. Guards or flaps at rear wheels of trucks, trailers, or 
truck tractors. It shall be unlawful for any truck, truck tractor, trailer, 
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or semitrailer which is the rearmost vehicle in any combination of vehicles, 
not to be equipped with suitable metal protectors or substantial flexible 
flaps behind the rearmost wheels to prevent, as far as practicable, such 
wheels from throwing dirt, water, or other materials on the windshields 
of vehicles following when said vehicles are operated on a public highway. 
(1) Such protectors or flaps shall have a ground clearance of not more 
than fifty per cent (50%) of the diameter of a rear-axle wheel, under any 
conditions of loading of the vehicle; or, 
(2) Such protectors or flaps shall have a ground clearance of not more 
than one-fifth of the distance from the center of the diameter of the rear-
most axle directly in front of the flaps, to the flaps under any conditions 
of loading of the motor vehicle. 
Such flaps shall be at least as wide as the tires they are protecting and 
directly in line with said tires; provided, however, that if the motor vehicle 
is so designed and constructed that the above requirements are accom-
plished by means of fenders, body construction, or other means of enclo-
sure, then no such protectors or flaps shall be required; and further 
provided that rear wheels not covered at the top by fenders, bodies, or 
other parts of the vehicle shall be covered at the top by protective means 
extending rearward at least to the center line of the rearmost axle. 
History: C. 1953, 41-6-150.10, enacted by 
L. 1955, ch. 73, § 1. 
Title of Act. 
An act enacting a new act to be known as 
section 41-6-150.10 relating to motor vehicles 
41-6-151. Repealed. 
Repeal. 
Section 41-6-151 (L. 1941, ch. 52, § 134; C. 
1943, 57-7-211; L. 1949, ch. 65, § 1; 1975, ch. 
41-6-151.5. Repealed. 
and providing that the rear wheels of trucks, 
trailers, or truck tractors must be equipped 
with metal guards or flaps. - Laws 1955, ch. 
73. 
207, § 57), relating to safety glass require-
ments, was repealed by Laws 1979, ch. 242, 
§ 74. 
Repeal. for replacement glass in motor vehicles, was 
Section 41-6-151.5 (L. 1973, ch. 88, § 1; 1975, repealed by Laws 1977, ch. 167, § 1. 
ch. 207, § 58), relating to specification labels 
41-6-152. Flares, fusees or electric lanterns and flags - Alternative 
reflector units - Duty to carry in trucks and buses - Requirements. 
(a) No person shall operate any truck, bus or truck-tractor, or any motor 
vehicle towing a house trailer, upon any highway outside an urban district 
or upon any divided highway at any time from a half hour after sunset 
to a half hour before sunrise unless there shall be carried in such vehicles 
the following equipment except as provided in subsection (b): 
(1) At least three flares or three red electric lanterns or three portable 
red emergency reflectors, each of which shall be capable of being seen and 
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distinguished at a distance of not less than 600 feet under normal atmos-
pheric conditions at nighttime. 
No flare, fusee, electric lantern or warning flag shall be used for the pur-
pose of compliance with the requirements of this section unless such equip-
ment is of a type which has been submitted to the commissioner and 
approved by him. No portable reflector unit shall be used for the purpose 
of compliance with the requirements of this section unless it is so designed 
and constructed as to be capable of reflecting red light clearly visible from 
all distances within 600 feet to 100 feet under normal atmospheric condi-
tions at night when directly in front of lawful lower beams of head lamps, 
and unless it is of a type which has been submitted to the commissioner 
and approved by him. 
(2) At least three red-burning fusees unless red electric lanterns or red 
portable emergency reflectors are carried. 
(b) No person shall operate at the time and under conditions stated in 
subsection (a) any motor vehicle used for the transportation of explosives 
or any cargo tank truck used for the transportation of flammable liquids 
or compressed gases unless there shall be carried in such vehicle three red 
electric lanterns or three portable red emergency reflectors meeting the 
requirements of subsection (a), and there shall not be carried in any said 
vehicle, or in any vehicle using compressed gas as a motor fuel, any flares, 
fusees or signal produced by flame. 
(c) No person shall operate any vehicle described in subsections (a) or 
(b) upon any highway outside of an urban district or upon a divided high-
way at any time when lighted lamps are not required by section 41-6-118 
mless there shall be carried in such vehicle at least two red flags, not less 
than 12 inches square, with standards to support such flags. 
History: C. 1953, 41-6-152, enacted by L. 
1979, ch. 242, § 60. 
Compiler's Notes. 
Laws 1979, ch. 242, § 60 repealed old 
section 41-6-152 (L. 1941, ch. 52, § 135; C. 
1943, 57-7-212; L. 1947, ch. 70, § 1; 1949, ch. 65, 
§ 1; 1975, ch. 207, § 59), relating to the duty of 
truck and bus operators to carry flares, 
fusees, or electric lanterns and flags, and 
enacted new section 41-6-152. 
Failure to post flares. 
In action for death of decedent who was 
killed while hitching a small tractor to rear 
of an automobile, it was a question of fact for 
the jury whether decedent, who operated 
wrecker, was guilty of contributory negli-
gence by leaving wrecker stopped facing 
south in north-bound lane of highway with 
lights on, but without flares, where he was 
working between the automobile and trailer 
parked partially on east shoulder adjacent to 
automobile hoisted on wrecker when north-
bound vehicle veered to right to avoid 
wrecker and hit trailer. Taylor v. Johnson 
(1964) 15 U 2d 342, 393 P 2d 382. 
41-6-153. Warning signal around disabled vehicle - Time and 
place. (a) Whenever any truck, bus, truck-tractor, trailer, semitrailer or 
pole trailer 80 inches or more in over-all width or 30 feet or more in over-
all length is stopped upon a roadway or adjacent shoulder, the driver shall 
immediately actuate vehicular hazard warning signal lamps meeting the 
requirements of section 41-6-133. Such lights need not be displayed by a 
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vehicle parked lawfully in an urban district, or stopped lawfully to receive 
or discharge passengers, or stopped to avoid conflict with other traffic or 
to comply with the directions of a police officer or an official traffic-control 
device, or while the devices specified in subsections (b) through (h) are in 
place. 
(b) Whenever any vehicle of a type referred to in subsection (a) is dis-
abled, or stopped for more than 10 minutes, upon a roadway outside of 
an urban district at any time when lighted lamps are required, the driver 
of such vehicle shall display the following warning devices except as pro-
vided in subsection (c): 
(1) A lighted fusee, a lighted red electric lantern or a portable red 
emergency reflector shall immediately be placed at the traffic side of the 
vehicle in the direction of the nearest approaching traffic. 
(2) As soon thereafter as possible but in any event within the burning 
period of the fusee (15 minutes), the driver shall place three liquid-burning 
flares (pot torches), or three lighted red electric lanterns, or three portable 
red emergency reflectors on the roadway in the following order: 
(A) One approximately 100 feet from the disabled vehicle in the center 
of the lane occupied by such vehicle and toward traffic approaching in that 
lane; 
(B) One approximately 100 feet in the opposite direction from the dis-
abled vehicle and in the center of the traffic lane occupied by such vehicle; 
and 
(C) One at the traffic side of the disabled vehicle not less than 10 feet 
rearward or forward thereof in the direction of the nearest approaching 
traffic. If a lighted red electric lantern or a red portable emergency reflec-
tor has been placed at the traffic side of the vehicle in accordance with 
paragraph (A) of this subsection, it may be placed for this purpose. 
(c) Whenever any vehicle referred to in this section is disabled, or 
stopped for more than 10 minutes, within 500 feet of a curve, hillcrest or 
other obstruction to view, the warning device in that direction shall be so 
placed as to afford ample warning to other users of the highway, but in 
no case less than 100 feet nor more than 500 feet from the disabled vehicle. 
(d) Whenever any vehicle of a type referred to in this section is dis-
abled, or stopped for more than 10 minutes, upon any roadway of a divided 
highway during the time lighted lamps are required, the appropriate warn-
ing devices prescribed in subsections (b) and ( e) shall be placed as follows: 
One at a distance of approximately 200 feet from the vehicle in the cen-
ter of the lane occupied by the stopped vehicle and in the direction of traffic 
approaching in that lane; one at a distance of approximately 100 feet from 
the vehicle, in the center of the lane occupied by the vehicle and in the 
direction of traffic approaching in that lane; one at the traffic side of the 
vehicle and approximately 10 feet from the vehicle in the direction of the 
nearest approaching traffic. 
(e) Whenever any motor vehicle used in the transportation of explo-
sives or any cargo tank truck used for the transportation of any flammable 
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liquid or compressed gas is disabled, or stopped for more than 10 minutes, 
at any time and place mentioned in subsections (b), (c) or (d), the driver 
of such vehicle shall immediately display red electric lanterns or portable 
red emergency reflectors in the same number and manner specified therein. 
Flares, fusees or signals produced by flame shall not be used as warning 
devices for vehicles of the type mentioned in this subsection nor for vehi-
cles using compressed gas as a fuel. 
(f) The warning devices described in subsections (b) through (e) need 
not be displayed where there is sufficient light to reveal persons and vehi-
cles within a distance of 1,000 feet. 
(g) Whenever any vehicle described in this section is disabled, or 
stopped for more than 10 minutes, upon a roadway outside of an urban 
district or upon the roadway of a divided highway at any time when 
lighted lamps are not required by section 41-6-118, the driver of the vehicle 
shall display two red flags as follows: 
(1) If traffic on the roadway moves in two directions, one flag shall be 
placed approximately 100 feet to the rear and one flag approximately 100 
feet in advance of the vehicle in the center of the lane occupied by such 
vehicle. 
(2) Upon a one-way roadway, one flag shall be placed approximately 100 
feet and one flag approximately 200 feet to the rear of the vehicle in the 
center of the lane occupied by such vehicle. 
(hf When any vehicle described in this section is stopped entirely off 
the roadway and on an adjacent shoulder at any time and place herein-
before mentioned, the warning devices shall be placed, as nearly as practi-
cable, on the shoulder near the edge of the roadway. 
(i) The flares, fusees, red electric Ian terns, portable red emergency 
reflectors and flags to be displayed as required in this section shall conform 
with the requirements of 41-6-152 applicable thereto. 
History: C. 1953, 41-6-153, enacted by L. 
1979, ch. 242, § 61. 
Compiler's Notes. 
Laws 1979, ch. 242, § 61 repealed old 
section 41-6-153 (L. 1941, ch. 52, § 136; C. 
1943, 57-7-213; L. 1947, ch. 70, § 1), relating to 
warning signals required to be placed around 
disabled vehicles, and the times and places, 
and enacted new section 41-6-153. 
Cross-References. 
Parked vehicle, duty to display lights, 
41-6-129. 
Failure to display. 
Where jury determined that failure of 
operator of stalled truck to have his lights on 
and his failure to set out flares constituted 
negligence which was the proximate cause of 
the collision, such finding could not be 
reconciled with finding that another driver 
who stopped to assist the operator of the 
stalled truck was negligent in being about 
the truck in the absence of lights without 
first setting out flares, but that this negli-
gence was not a proximate cause of his inju-
ries. Schweitzer v. Stone (1962) 13 U 2d 199, 
371 P 2d 201. 
Collateral References. 
Automobiles e:,:, 148. 
60A CJS Motor Vehicles § 260. 
7A AmJur 2d 365, Automobiles and High-
way Traffic § 191. 
Liability of motorist colliding with person 
engaged about stalled or disabled vehicle on 
or near highway, 27 ALR 3d 12. 
Negligence or contributory negligence of 
driver or occupant of motor vehicle parked or 
stopped on highway without flares, 67 ALR 
2d 12. 
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41-6-154. Hazardous materials - Transportation regulations -
Fire extinguishers. (a) The department of transportation shall adopt 
such regulations as may be necessary for the safe transportation of 
hazardous materials. Such regulations shall duplicate or be consistent with 
current Hazardous Materials Regulations of the United States Department 
of Transportation. The department of transportation is hereby authorized 
to adopt said Hazardous Materials Regulations by reference and any such 
adoption shall be construed to incorporate amendments thereto as may be 
made from time to time. 
(b) Any person operating a vehicle transporting any hazardous mate-
rial as a cargo or part of a cargo upon a highway shall at all times comply 
with regulations of the department of transportation adopted pursuant to 
the provisions of this section. 
(c) Said vehicle shall be marked or placarded at such places and in such 
manner as have been prescribed by regulations adopted pursuant to this 
section. 
(d) Every said vehicle shall be equipped with fire extinguishers of a 
type, size and number approved by the department of transportation, filled 
and ready for immediate use, and placed at a convenient point on the vehi-
cle so used. 
History: C. 1953, 41-6-154, enacted by L. 
1979, ch. 242, § 62. 
Compiler's Notes. 
Laws 1979, ch. 242, § 62 repealed old 
section 41-6-154 (L. 1941, ch. 52, § 137; C. 
1943, 57-7-214; L. 1949, ch. 65, § 1), relating to 
transportation of explosives or flammable or 
corrosive liquids, and enacted new section 
41-6-154. 
Collateral References. 
Automobiles cS:;> 147. 
60A CJS Motor Vehicles § 248. 
41-6-154.10. Air conditioning equipment - Requirements. (a) The 
term "air conditioning equipment" as used or ref erred to in this section 
shall mean mechanical vapor compression refrigeration equipment which 
is used to cool the driver's or passenger compartment of any motor vehicle. 
(b) Such equipment shall be manufactured, installed and maintained 
with due regard for the safety of the occupants of the vehicle and the 
public and shall not contain any refrigerant which is toxic to persons or 
which is flammable. 
(c) The department may adopt and enforce safety requirements, regula-
tions and specifications consistent with the requirements of this section 
applicable to such equipment which shall correlate with and, so far as pos-
sible, conform to the current recommended practice or standard applicable 
to such equipment approved by the Society of Automotive Engineers. 
(d) No person shall have for sale, offer for sale, sell or equip any motor 
vehicle with any such equipment unless it complies with the requirements 
of this section. 
(e) No person shall operate on any highway any motor vehicle equipped 
with any air-conditioning equipment unless said equipment complies with 
the requirements of this section. 
History: C. 1953, 41-6-154.10, enacted by 
L. 1955, ch. 71, § 1. 
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41-6-154.20. Television receivers in motor vehicles prohibited if 
driver can see viewing screen - Exception. (a) No motor vehicle oper-
ated on the highways of this state shall be equipped with television-type 
receiving equipment so located that the viewer or screen is visible from 
the driver's seat. 
(b) This section does not prohibit the use of television-type receiving 
equipment used exclusively for safety or law enforcement purposes, pro-
vided such use is approved by the department. 
History: C. 1953, 41-6-154.20, enacted by 
L. 1979, ch. 242, § 63. 
41-6-154.50. Motorcycles - Required equipment - Brakes. 
(a) Every motorcycle and every motor-driven cycle shall be equipped with 
the following items, which shall comply with the regulations of the depart-
ment: 
(1) One head lamp which, when factory equipped with an automatic 
lighting ignition system, shall not be disconnected; 
(2) One tail lamp; 
(3) Either a tail lamp or a separate lamp shall be so constructed and 
placed as to illuminate with a white light the rear registration plate; 
(4) One red reflector on the rear, either as part of the tail lamp or sepa-
rately; 
(5) One stop lamp; 
(6) A braking system, other than parking brake, as provided in section 
41-6-145; 
(7) A horn or warning device in accordance with section 41-6-146; 
(8) A muffler and emission control system in accordance with section 
41-6-147; 
(9) A mirror in accordance with section 41-6-148; and 
(10) Tires in accordance with section 41-6-150. 
(b) The commissioner is authorized to require an inspection of the 
braking system on any motor-driven cycle and to disapprove any such 
braking system on a vehicle which in his opinion is equipped with a brak-
ing system that is not designed or constructed as to insure reasonable and 
reliable performance in actual use. 
(c) The commissioner may refuse to register or may suspend or revoke 
the registration of any vehicle referred to in this section when he deter-
mines that the braking system thereon does not comply with the provisions 
of this section. 
(d) No person shall operate on any highway any vehicle referred to in 
this section in the event the commissioner has disapproved the braking 
system upon such vehicle. 
History: C. 1953, 41-6-154.50, enacted by Collateral References. 
L. 1979, ch. 242, § 64. Liability of owner or operator of motor 
vehicle for injury, death, or property damage 
resulting from defective brakes, 40 ALR 3d 9. 
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41-6-155. Vehicles and equipment must be in safe mechanical con-
dition. No person shall drive or move on any highway any motor vehicle, 
trailer, semitrailer, or pole trailer, or any combination thereof unless the 
equipment upon any and every said vehicle is in good working order and 
adjustment as required in this act, and said vehicle is in such safe and 
good mechanical condition as not to endanger the driver or other occupant 
or any person or property upon the highway, or as not to emit pollutants 
in excess of those prescribed and permitted under the rules and regulations 
of the air conservation council. 
History: L. 1941, ch. 52, § 138; C. 1943, 
57-7-215; L. 1973, ch. 89, § 1; 1979, ch. 242, 
§ 65. 
Compiler's Notes. 
The 1973 amendment inserted "and good" 
before "mechanical condition"; and added "or 
as not to emit pollutants • • • air conserva-
tion council" at the end of the section. 
The 1979 amendment inserted "or prop-
erty" after "person" near the end of the 
section. 
Collateral References. 
Effect of violation of safety equipment 
statute as establishing negligence in automo-
bile accident litigation, 38 ALR 3d 530. 
41-6-156. Inspection by officers - Certificate of inspection. (a) The 
members of the state highway patrol or other peace officers, may at any 
time upon reasonable cause to believe that a vehicle is unsafe or not equip-
ped as required by law, or that its equipment is not in proper adjustment 
or repair, require the driver of such vehicle to stop and submit such vehicle 
to an inspection and such test with reference thereto as may be appropri-
ate. 
(b) In the event such vehicle is found to be in unsafe condition or any 
required part or equipment is not present or is not in proper repair and 
adjustment, the officer shall give a written notice to the driver and shall 
send a copy to the department. Said notice shall require that such vehicle 
be placed in safe condition and its equipment in proper repair and adjust-
ment, specifying the particulars with reference thereto and that a certifi-
cate of inspection and approval be obtained within five days. 
(c) In the event any such vehicle is, in the reasonable judgment of the 
officer, in such condition that further operation would be hazardous, the 
officer may require in addition that the vehicle not be operated under its 
own power or that it be driven to the nearest garage or other place of 
safety. 
(d) Every owner or driver shall comply with the notice and secure an 
official certificate of inspection and approval within 5 days or the vehicle 
shall not be operated on the highways of this state. 
History: L. 1941, ch. 52, § 139; C. 1943, 
57-7-216; L. 1957, ch. 78, § 10; 1979, ch. 242, 
§ 66. 
Compiler's Notes. 
The 1957 amendment substituted "peace 
officers" for "officers and employees of the 
state road commission" in subsec. (a); and 
made minor changes in phraseology and 
punctuation. 
The 1979 amendment deleted a subsec. (b) 
relating to issuance of a certificate of inspec-
tion and approval; redesignated former 
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subsec. (c) as (b); and added subsecs. (c) and Cross-References. 
( d). School districts' vehicles, inspection of, 
41-7-3. 
41-6-157. Enforcement of inspection requirements. (a) No person 
driving a vehicle shall refuse to submit such vehicle to an inspection and 
test when required to do so by an authorized officer of the department or 
any peace officer. 
(b) Every owner or driver, upon receiving a notice as provided in 
section 41-6-156, shall comply therewith and shall within five days secure 
an official certificate of inspection and approval which shall be issued in 
duplicate, ·one copy to be retained by the owner or driver and the other 
copy to be forwarded to the department. In lieu of compliance with this 
subsection the vehicle shall not be operated, except as provided in the next 
succeeding subsection. 
(c) No person shall operate any vehicle after receiving a notice with 
reference thereto as above provided, except that the members of the 
department and other peace officers may, when to do so is reasonable and 
not excessively dangerous, allow the vehicle to be driven to the residence 
or place of business of the owner or driver or to the nearest garage where 
repairs are available, and not thereafter, until said vehicle and its equip-
ment has been placed in proper repair and adjustment and otherwise made 
to conform to the requirements of this act and a certificate of inspection 
and approval shall be obtained as promptly as possible thereafter. 
(d) In the event repair or adjustment of any vehicle or its equipment 
is found necessary upon inspection, the owner of said vehicle may obtain 
such repair or adjustment at any place he may choose, but in every event 
an official certificate of inspection and approval must be obtained, other-
wise such vehicle shall not be operated upon the highways of this state. 
History: L. 1941, ch. 52, § 140; C. 1943, 
57-7-217; L. 1957, ch. 78, § 11. 
Compiler's Notes. 
The 1957 amendment substituted refer-
ences to department for references to state 
road commission; substituted "peace officer" 
for "employee of the state road commission" 
in subsec. (a); and rewrote the exception in 
subsec. (c). 
41-6-158. Periodic inspection required - Display of inspection 
sticker required. (a) The department shall at least once each year 
require that every motor vehicle registered in this state or bearing tempo-
rary permits or Utah plates, except off-highway vehicles, be inspected and 
that an official certificate of inspection and approval be obtained for each 
such vehicle. Nothing in this subsection shall be construed to prevent any 
owner or lessee of a motor vehicle from voluntarily causing the official cer-
tificate of inspection number to coincide with the date of registration of 
such vehicle. 
The inspection shall be made and certificate obtained with respect to the 
mechanism, brakes and equipment of every vehicle designated by the 
department under this subsection. 
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The department may establish necessary rules and regulations for the 
administration and enforcement of this section and may designate any 
period or periods of time during which an owner of any vehicle subject 
to this section shall display upon the vehicle a certificate of inspection and 
approval duly issued for the vehicle either upon the lower right-hand cor-
ner of the windshield thereof when required or upon the vehicle in such 
position as to be visible from the outside. 
(b) The department may authorize the acceptance in this state of acer-
tificate of inspection and approval issued in another state having an inspec-
tion law similar to that of this state and may extend the time within which 
a certificate shall be obtained by the resident owner of a vehicle which was 
not in this state during the time an inspection was required. 
(c) It shall be unlawful for any person to drive a motor vehicle regis-
tered in this state upon any street or highway without displaying the 
safety inspection sticker during the time designated by the department. 
History: L. 1941, ch. 52, § 141; C. 1943, 
57-7-218; L. 1957, ch. 78, § 12; 1967, ch. 95, § 1; 
1975, ch. 122, § 1; 1978, ch. 14, § 1; 1979, ch. 
242, § 67. 
Compiler's Notes. 
The 1957 amendment substituted "depart-
ment" for "state road commission" through-
out the section. 
The 1967 amendment added subsec. (c). 
The title of ch. 78, Laws 1957 did not men• 
tion this section as being amended, however, 
this section was amended by section 12 of 
that chapter. 
Laws 1967, ch. 95, § 2 provided: "This act 
shall become effective January 1, 1968." 
The 1975 amendment deleted "but not 
more frequently than twice each year" after 
"at least once each year" in the first sentence 
of subsec. (a); added a proviso to the end of 
the first sentence of subsec. (a); and added 
the second sentence in the first paragraph of 
subsec. (a). 
The 1978 amendment deleted "trailer, 
semitrailer and pole trailer" after "motor 
vehicle" near the beginning of subsec. (a); 
and made minor changes in phraseology and 
punctuation. 
The 1979 amendment inserted "or bearin1 
temporary permits or Utah plates, except 
off-highway vehicles" near the beginning of 
subsec. (a); deleted "provided, that the official 
certificate of inspection number on any non-
commercial passenger vehicle registered for 
the first time in this state after July 1, 1975, 
shall coincide with the month of registration 
of such vehicle" at the end of the first sen-
tence of subsec. (a); and substituted "motor 
vehicle" for "vehicle" in subsec. (c). 
Collateral References. 
Automobiles e:> 147. 
60A CJS Motor Vehicles § 248. 
7A AmJur 2d 377, Automobiles and High-
way Traffic § 202. 
Constitutionality, construction, and appli-
cation of statute or ordinance requiring 
inspection of motor vehicles, 106 ALR 795. 
Liability for negligence in carrying out 
governmentally required inspection of motor 
vehicle, 70 ALR 3d 1239. 
41-6-159. Suspension of registration. The state tax commission may 
suspend the registration of any vehicle which it determines is in such 
unsafe condition as to constitute a menace to safety or which after notice 
and demand is not equipped as required in this act or for which a required 
certificate has not been obtained. 
History: L. 1941, ch. 52, § 142; C. 1943, 
57-7-219; L. 1955, ch. 71, § 1. 
Compiler's Notes. 
The 1955 amendment substituted "state 
tax commission" for "department" at the 
_ beginning of the section. 
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41-6-160. Official inspection stations - Permits - Suspension or 
revocation - Utah-based interstate commercial motor carriers. 
(a) The department shall issue permits and furnish instructions and all 
necessary forms to official stations for the inspection of motor vehicles as 
requested and the issuance of official certificates of inspection and 
approval. 
(b) Application for permit shall be made upon an official form and shall 
be granted only when the department is satisfied that the station is prop-
erly equipped and has competent personnel to make inspections and adjust-
ments. The department before issuing a permit may require the applicant 
to file a bond conditioned that it will make compensation for any damage 
to a vehicle during an inspection or adjustment due to negligence on the 
part of an applicant or its employees. 
(c) The department shall supervise and inspect such stations and shall 
revoke any permit issued to a station which it finds is not properly equip-
ped or conducted. The department shall maintain at its office lists of all 
stations holding permits and of those whose permits have been revoked. 
(d) Upon notice of suspension or revocation of a license the operator 
shall immediately terminate all inspection activities, and on demand by 
the department return all inspection stickers, license and supplies. The 
department shall issue a receipt for all unused inspection stickers. 
(e) An operator of an official inspection station whose permit has been 
suspended or revoked under this section shall be given a hearing, provided 
a written request if filed with the superintendent of the Utah highway 
patrol within ten days after suspension or revocation. 
(f) Notwithstanding any provision of the code, the commissioner of 
public safety may establish procedures governing the issuance of Utah 
safety inspection stickers and certificates to Utah-based interstate com-
mercial motor carriers. 
History: L. 1941, ch. 52, § 143; C. 1943, 
57-7-220; L. 1957, ch. 78, § 13; 1961, ch. 86, § 1; 
1969, ch. 115, § 1; 1979, ch. 242, § 68. 
Compiler's Notes. 
The 1957 amendment substituted "depart-
ment" for "state road commissi'on" through-
out the section. 
The 1961 amendment substituted "official 
stations" for "official inspection stations" in 
subsec. (a); and made a minor change in 
phraseology. 
The 1969 amendment deleted "and post" 
after "maintain" in the second sentence of 
subsec. (c); added subsecs. (d) and (e); and 
made minor changes in phraseology and 
punctuation. 
The 1979 amendment inserted "motor" 
before "vehicles" in subsec. (a); substituted 
"department" for "state road commission" in 
the second sentence of subsec. (b ); and added 
subsec. (f). 
41-6-160.5. Hearing board created - Members --,- Term - Meet-
ings - Findings and conclusions - Order. (a) There is hereby created 
a hearing board to consist of one member from the department of business 
regulation, one member from the motor vehicle dealers administration and 
one member of the staff of the attorney general of the state of Utah. The 
governor shall appoint all members for a term of four years commencing 
July 1, 1969. 
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(b) The hearing board shall be called at such times as required by the 
superintendent of the Utah highway patrol and shall hear all evidence and 
information regarding the suspension or revocation of an official inspection 
station license. The hearing board shall make written findings and conclu-
sions pursuant to which an order shall be issued affirming, denying or 
modifying the action taken by the department. 
(c) The order of the hearing board shall be subject to judicial review 
in the manner provided by law. 
History: C. 1953, 41-6-160.5, enacted by L. 
1969, ch. 115, § 2. 
Title of Act. 
An act amending section 41-6-160, Utah 
Code Annotated 1953, as amended by chapter 
78, Laws of Utah 1957, as amended by chap-
ter 86, Laws of Utah 1961, relating to official 
stations for vehicle inspection; and enacting 
section 41-6-160.5 providing for the establish-
ment of a hearing board for motor vehicle 
inspection, suspensions and revocations. -
Laws 1969, ch. 115. 
41-6-161. Permits not transferable - Certificate of inspection -
Fees. (a) No permit for an official inspection station shall be assigned or 
transferred or used at any location other than therein designated and 
every said permit shall be posted in a conspicuous place at the location 
designated. 
(b) The person operating an official inspection station shall issue acer-
tificate of inspection and approval upon an official form to the owner of 
a vehicle upon inspecting such vehicle and determining that its equipment 
required hereunder is in good condition and proper adjustment, otherwise 
no certificate shall be issued. When required by the department a record 
and report shall be made of every inspection and every certificate so issued. 
(c) A charge of 25 cents shall be assessed by the department for each 
inspection certificate issued by the department. Receipts from such charges 
shall be deposited in the highway maintenance and construction fund. Offi-
cial inspection stations licensed by the department of public safety may 
charge in addition to the 25 cents not to exceed the following fees for labor 
in performing safety inspections: 
$3 for motorcycles and commercial trailers 
$5 for passenger cars and ¾ ton pickup trucks 
$6 for 4-wheel drive anq split axle, and larger trucks that necessitate 
disassembly of front hub or removal of rear axle. Official inspection sta-
tions may return unused inspection certificates in a quantity of ten or more 
and shall be reimbursed by the department for the cost therefor. 
History: L. 1941, ch. 52, § 144; C. 1943, 
57-7-221; L. 1957, ch. 78, § 14; 1961, ch. 88, § 1; 
1967, ch. 95, § 2; 1971, ch. 101, § 1; 1977, ch. 
168, § 1. 
Compiler's Notes. 
The 1957 amendment substituted "depart-
ment" for "state road commission." 
The 1961 amendment increased the inspec-
tion fee from 50 cents to $1; and made a 
minor change in phraseology. 
The 1967 amendment increased the inspec-
tion fee from $1 to $2.25; and added the last 
two sentences to subsec. (c). 
Laws 1967, ch. 95, § 2 provided: "This act 
shall become effective January 1, 1968." 
The 1971 amendment increased the inspec-
tion fee from $2.25 to $3.25. 
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The 1977 amendment inserted "inspection" 
near the beginning of subsec. (a); deleted a 
sentence at the beginning of subsec. (c) which 
read: "A certificate of inspection and 
approval may be issued free of charge or a 
fee of $3.25 may be charged for an inspection 
and issuance of such certificate"; rewrote the 
second sentence of subsec. (c) which read: 
"Receipts from such charges shall be depos-
ited in the general fund to be appropriated 
by the legislature"; and inserted the third 
sentence in subsec. (c) relating to inspection 
charges. 
Effective Date. 
Section 2 of Laws 1961, ch. 88 provided: 
"This act should take effect January 1, 1962." 
41-6-162. Falsely representing to be official station. (a) No person 
shall in any manner represent any place as an official inspection station 
unless such station is operating under a valid permit issued by the depart-
ment. 
(b) No person shall issue a certificate of inspection and approval unless 
then holding a valid permit hereunder. 
(c) No unauthorized person shall knowingly possess official certificates 
of inspection. 
History: L. 1941, ch. 52, § 145; C. 1943, 
57-7-222; L. 1957, ch. 78, § 15; 1979, ch. 242, 
§ 69. 
Compiler's Notes. 
The 1957 amendment substituted "depart-
ment" for "state road commission." 
The 1979 amendment added subsec. (c); 
Effective Date. 
Section 16 of Laws 1957, ch. 78 provided 
that the act should take effect upon approval. 
Approved March 16, 1957. 
41-6-163. Counterfeit certificates of inspection. (a) No person shall 
make, issue, or knowingly use any imitation or counterfeit of an official 
certificate of inspection. 
(b) No person shall display or cause or permit to be displayed upon any 
vehicle any certificate of inspection and approval knowing the same to be 
fictitious or issued for another vehicle or issued without an inspection hav-
ing been made. 
History: L. 1941, ch. 52, § 146; C. 1943, 
57-7-223. 
41-6-164. Violation of act - Misdemeanor. It is a misdemeanor for 
any person to violate any of the provisions of this act, unless such violation 
is by this act or other law of this state declared to be a felony. 
History: L. 1941, ch. 52, § 147; C. 1943, 
57-7-224. 
41-6-164.5. Violation of chapter. Every person who commits, attempts 
to commit, conspires to commit, or aids or abets in the commission of, any 
act declared in this chapter to be a crime, whether individually or in con-
nection with one or more other persons or as a principal, agent or accesso-
ry, shall be guilty of such offense, and every person who falsely, 
fraudulently, forcibly or willfully induces, causes, coerces, requires, permits 
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or directs another to violate any provision of this chapter is likewise guilty 
of such offense. 
History: C. 1953, 41-6-164.5, enacted by L. 
1979, ch. 242, § 70. 
41-6-165. Requiring or knowingly permitting driver to unlawfully 
operate vehicle. It is unlawful for the owner, or any other person, employ-
ing or otherwise directing the driver of any vehicle to require or knowingly 
to permit the operation of such vehicle upon a highway in any manner con-
trary to law. 
History: L. 1941, ch. 52, § 148; C. 1943, Compiler's Notes. 
57-7-225; L. 1949, ch. 65, § 1. The 1949 amendment inserted "or know-
ingly to permit." 
41-6-165.5. Government owned vehicles subject to chapter. The 
provisions of this chapter applicable to drivers of vehicles upon the high-
ways shall apply to the drivers of all vehicles owned or operated by the 
United States, this state or. any county, city, town, district or any other 
political subdivision of the state, subject to such specific exceptions as are 
set forth in this chapter. 
History: C. 1953, 41-6-165.5, enacted by L. 
1979, ch. 242, § 71. 
41-6-166. Appearance upon arrest for misdemeanor - Setting 
bond. (1) Whenever any person is arrested for any violation of this act 
punishable as a misdemeanor, the arrested person, for the purpose of 
setting bond, shall in the following cases, be taken without unnecessary 
delay before a magistrate within the county in which the offense charged 
is alleged to have been committed and who has jurisdiction of such offense 
and is nearest or most accessible with reference to the place where said 
arrest is made, in any of the following cases: 
(a) When a person arrested demands an immediate appearance before 
a magistrate. 
(b) When the person is arrested upon a charge of driving or being in 
actual physical control of a vehicle while under the influence of alcohol or 
any drug or combination thereof as prescribed in section 41-6-44. 
(c) When the person is arrested upon a charge of failure to stop in the 
event of an accident causing death, personal injuries, or damage to prop-
erty. 
(d) In any other event when the person arrested refuses to give his 
written promise to appear in court as hereinafter provided, or when in the 
discretion of the arresting officer, a written promise to appear is insuffi-
cient. 
History: L. 1941, ch. 52, § 149; C. 1943, 
57-7-226; L. 1975 (1st S.S.), ch. 7, § 1; 1979, ch. 
242, § 72. 
Compiler's Notes. 
The 1975 (1st S.S.) amendment inserted tlie 
subsec. (1) designation at the beginning of 
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the section; substituted "for the purpose of 
setting bond, shall in the following cases, be 
taken without unnecessary delay" for "shall 
be immediately taken" near the beginning of 
subsec. (1); and made minor changes in style. 
The 1979 amendment rewrote subd. (l)(b) 
which read: "When the person is arrested 
upon a charge of driving while under the 
influence of intoxicating liquor or narcotic 
drugs." 
Nearest and most accessible magistrate. 
Where there was a magistrate about one 
mile from the place of arrest, it was 
improper for arresting officers to take defen-
dant to more distant town for breathalyzer 
test, and to ticket him to appear there in the 
city court. Wells v. City Court of Logan City, 
County of Cache (1975) 535 P 2d 683. 
Venue for prosecution of oft'ense. 
Venue for prosecution of driving under the 
influence is with the magistrate before whom 
this section requires that defendant be taken 
after arrest. Hillyard v. Logan City Court 
(1978) 578 P 2d 1270. 
Collateral References. 
Automobiles P 349. 
61A CJS Motor Vehicles § 593. 
41-6-167. Notice to appear in court - Contents - Promise to com-
ply - Signing - Release from custody - Official misconduct. (a) Upon 
any violation of this act punishable as a misdemeanor, whenever a person 
is immediately taken before a magistrate as hereinbefore provided, the 
police officer shall prepare in triplicate or more copies a written notice to 
appear in court containing the name and address of such person, the 
number, if any, of his operator's or chauffeur's license, the registration 
number of his vehicle, the offense charged, and the time and place when 
and where such person shall appear in court. 
(b) The time specified in said notice to appear must be at least five days 
after such arrest unless the person arrested shall demand an earlier hear-
ing. 
(c) The place specified in said notice to appear must be made before 
a magistrate within the county in which the offense charged is alleged to 
have been committed and who has jurisdiction of such offense. 
(d) The arrested person, in order to secure release as provided in this 
section, must give his written promise satisfactory to the arresting officer 
so to appear in court by signing at least one copy of the written notice 
prepared by the arresting officer. The officer shall deliver a copy of such 
notice to the person promising to appear. Thereupon, said officer shall 
forthwith release the person arrested from custody. 
(e) Any officer violating any of the provisions of this section shall be 
guilty of misconduct in office and shall be subject to removal from office. 
History: L. 1941, ch. 52, § 150; C. 1943, 
57-7-227; L. 1949, ch. 65, § 1. 
Compiler's Notes. 
The 1949 amendment rewrote subsec. (a) 
which read: "Whenever a person is arrested 
for any violation of this act punishable as a 
misdemeanor, and such person is not 
immediately taken before a magistrate as 
hereinbefore provided, the arresting officer 
shall prepare in duplicate written notice to 
appear in court containing the name and 
address of such person, the license number of 
his vehicle, if any, the offense charged, and 
the time and place when and where such 
person shall appear in court"; substituted "at 
least one copy" in subsec. (d) for "in dupli-
cate"; and rewrote the second sentence of 
subsec. (d) which read: "The original of said 
notice shall be retained by said officer and 
the copy thereof delivered to the person 
arrested." 
Salt Lake City Corporation by and through 
its legal department petitioned the Supreme 
Court for clarification of a procedure con-
cerning waiver of filing of written complaint 
in traffic cases. The original of said rule was 
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adopted by the Supreme Court January 7, 
1959. The rule was amended to read: 
"Where a written notice to appear has 
been prepared by a police officer under the 
provisions of Section 41-6-167, Utah Code 
Annotated, 1953, or pursuant to the provi-
sions of a municipal traffic ordinance, and 
when such notice has been delivered to the 
person charged, and filed with the court, or 
whenever notice of illegal parking has been 
given, an exact and legible duplicate copy of 
such notice, when filed with a court of appro-
priate jurisdiction, shall, in lieu of a verified 
complaint, and notwithstanding the provi-
sions of Section 77-57-2, Code of Criminal 
Procedure, constitute a complaint to which 
the defendant may plead 'guilty.' 
"If, however, the defendant shall violate 
his promise to appear in court, or shall not 
deposit lawful bail, or shall plead other than 
'guilty' of the offense charged, a complaint 
shall be filed which shall be deemed to be an 
original complaint, and thereafter proceed-
ings shall be had as provided by law; pro-
vided, that a defendant may, by an agree-
ment in writing, subscribed by him and filed 
with the court, waive the filing of a verified 
complaint and elect that the prosecution may 
proceed upon the written notice to appear." 
Refusal to sign notice. 
Owner of parked car who refused to sign 
parking violation ticket has no remedy under 
§ 1988 of Civil Rights Act, 42 U.S.C. § 1988, 
against various authorities who placed him 
in custody, took him before magistrate, 
refused his AAA bond card as security for 
bond, and placed him in jail cell. Wells v. 
Ward (1972) 470 F 2d 1185. 
41-6-168. Violation of promise to appear - Misdemeanor. (a) Any 
person willfully violating his written promise to appear in court, given as 
provided in this act, is guilty of a misdemeanor regardless of the disposi-
tion of the charge upon which he was originally arrested. 
(b) A written promise to appear in court may be complied with by an 
appearance by counsel. 
(c) Whenever the department receives notice from a court in this state 
that a person has failed to appear to answer charges for a moving traffic 
violation after having given his written promise to appear as required in 
section 41-6-167, and a formal complaint has been filed with the court 
within 30 days from the date the promise to appear was signed, the depart-
ment shall not renew the person's operator or chauffeur license or issue 
a duplicate thereof, until the person appears before the court to answer 
said charge, or until the case has otherwise been adjudicated or disposed 
of pursuant to law and has paid an additional fee of $2 to the department 
to be used in the administration of the drivers' license division. 
History: L. 1941, ch. 52, § 151; C. 1943, 
57-7-228; L. 1979, ch. 156, § 2. 
Compiler's Notes. 
The 1979 amendment added subsec. (c). 
41-6-169. Arrests without warrants. The foregoing provisions of this 
act shall govern all police officers in making arrests without warrant for 
violations of this act, but the procedure prescribed herein shall not other-
wise be exclusive of any other method prescribed by law for the arrest and 
prosecution of a person for an offense of like grade. 




Section 41-6-169.10 (L. 1961, ch. 86, § 2), 
making failure to stop vehicle at command of 
police officer punishable by fine and/or 
imprisonment and mandating revocation of 
operator's license upon conviction, was 
repealed by Laws 1978, ch. 33, § 54. For 
present provisions, see 41-2-18, 41-6-13.5. 
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41-6-170. Record of violation not admissible in civil action. No 
record of the conviction of any person for any violation of this act shall 
be admissible as evidence in any court in any civil action. 
History: L. 1941, ch. 52, § 153; C. 1943, admit evidence of insured's plea of guilty to a 
57-7-230. criminal charge of drunken driving. Utah 
Guilty plea. 
In a suit for a declaratory judgment by 
insurer to determine rights under a policy 
containing an exclusion suspending coverage 
when the automobile is operated by a driver 
under the influence of alcohol, it was error to 
Farm Bureau Ins. Co. v. Chugg (1957) 6 U 2d 
399,315 P 2d 277. 
Collateral References. 
Automobiles cS=> 359. 
61A CJS Motor Vehicles § 588. 
41-6-171. Conviction shall not affect credibility as a witness. The 
conviction of a person upon a charge of violating any provision of this act 
or other traffic regulation less than a felony shall not affect or impair the 
credibility of such person as a witness in any civil or criminal proceeding. 
History: L. 1941, ch. 52, § 154; C. 1943, Collateral References. 
57-7-231. Witnesses cS=> 345(1). 
98 CJS Witnesses § 507. 
81 AmJur 2d 579, Witnesses § 573. 
41-6-172. Improper disposition or cancellation of notice to appear 
or traffic citation - Official misconduct - Misdemeanor. (a) It shall 
be unlawful and official misconduct for any police officer or other officer 
or public employee to dispose of a notice to appear or of any traffic citation 
without the consent of the magistrate before whom the person was to 
appear. 
(b) Any person who cancels or solicits the cancellation of any notice 
to appear or any traffic citation, in any manner other than as provided 
by law, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor. 
History: C. 1943, 57-7-231.10, enacted by 
L. 1949, ch. 65, § 1. 
41-6-173. Keeping of records - Making and forwarding of abstract 
upon conviction or forfeiture of bail - Form and contents - Public 
inspection - Official misconduct. (a) Every magistrate or judge of a 
court not of record and every clerk of a court of record shall keep a full 
record of every case in which a person is charged with any violation of 
this act or of any other law regulating the operation of vehicles on high-
ways. 
(b) Within ten days after the conviction or forfeiture of bail of a person 
upon a charge of violating any provision of this act or other law regulating 
the operation of vehicles on highways every said magistrate of the court 
or clerk of the court of record in which such conviction was had or bail 
was forfeited shall prepare and immediately forward to the department 
an abstract of the record of said court covering the case in which said 
person was so convicted or forfeited bail, which abstract must be certified 
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by the person so required to prepare the same to be true and correct. 
Report need not be made of any conviction involving the illegal parking 
or standing of a vehicle. 
(c) Said abstract must be made upon a form furnished by the depart-
ment and shall include the name and address of the party charged, the 
number, if any, of his operator's or chauffeur's license, the registration 
number of the vehicle involved, the nature of the offense, the date of hear-
ing, the plea, the judgment, or whether bail forfeited and the amount of 
the fine or forfeiture as the case may be. 
(d) Every court of record shall also forward a like report to the depart-
ment upon the conviction of any person of manslaughter or other felony 
in the commission of which a vehicle was used. 
(e) The failure, refusal, or neglect of any such judicial officer to comply 
with any of the requirements of this section shall constitute misconduct 
in office and shall be ground for removal therefrom. 
(f) The department shall keep all abstracts received hereunder at its 
main office and the same shall be open to public inspection during reason-
able business hours. 
History: L. 1941, ch. 52, § 155; C. 1943, 
57-7-232; L. 1949, ch. 65, § 1. 
Compiler's Notes. 
The 1949 amendment added the last sen-
tence in subsec. (b); inserted subsec. (e); and 
redesignated former subsec. (e) as subsec. (f). 
41-6-174. Repealed. 
Collateral References. 
Automobiles <P 349. 
61A CJS Motor Vehicles § 588. 
Repeal. interpretation of traffic provisions, was 
Section 41-6-174 (L. 1941, ch. 52, § 156; C. repealed by Laws 1979, ch. 242, § 74. 
1943, 57-7-233), relating to the uniformity of 
41-6-175. Short title of act. This act may be cited as the Uniform Act 
Regulating Traffic on Highways. 
History: L. 1941, ch. 52, § 157; C. 1943, 
57-7-234. 
Compiler's Notes. 
See Uniform Laws at 41-6-1. 
Repealing Clause. 
Section 158 of Laws 1941, ch. 52 provided: 
"Sections 36-1-23, 36-1-25, 36-1-35, Revised 
Statutes of Utah, 1933, Section 36-1-26, 
Revised Statutes of Utah, 1933, as amended 
by Chapter 48, Laws of Utah, 1935, Section 
36-1-21X, as enacted by Chapter 48, Laws of 
Utah, 1935, Chapter 7 of Title 57, Revised 
Statutes of Utah, 1933, Section 57-7-55, 
Revised Statutes of Utah, 1933, as amended 
by Chapter 40, Laws of Utah, 1933, as 
amended by Chapter 48, Laws of Utah, 1935, 
Sections 57-7-6, 57-7-10, 57-7-11, 57-7-12, 
57-7-16, 57-7-21, 57-7-23, 57-7-24, 57-7-25, 
57-7-29, 57-7-36, 57-7-42, 57-7-44, 57-7-47, 
57-7-48, 57-7-56, 57-7-60, 57-7-66, 57-7-74, 
57-7-75, 57-7-76, Revised Statutes of Utah, 
1933, as amended by Chapter 48, Laws of 
Utah, 1935, and Sections 57-7-l0X, 57-7-23X, 
57-7-50X, 57-7-64X, 57-7-64Xl, 57-7-64X2, 
57-7-64X3, 57-7-64X4, and 57-7-64X5, as 
amended by Chapter 48, Laws of Utah, 1935, 
are hereby repealed." 
Effective Date. 
Section 159 of Laws 1941, ch. 52 provided: 
"This act shall take effect from and after the 
first day of July, 1941, provided that vehicles 
equipped with lighting equipment as 
453 
41-6-175.5 MOTOR VEHICLES 
required by section 101 to section 127 
[41-6-117 to 41-6-143] both inclusive of this 
act may be operated upon highways at any 
time prior to such effective date." 
41-6-175.5. Conflict with Federal Motor Carrier Safety Regulations. 
Whenever the rules of this chapter, as they pertain to commercial motor 
carriers are found to be in conflict with the Federal Motor Carrier Safety 
Regulations, the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Regulations will apply. 
History: C. 1953, 41-6-175.5, enacted by L. 
1975, ch. 207, § 60. 
Repealing Clause. 
Section 61 of Laws 1975, ch. 207 provided: 
"Section 41-6-52.1, Utah Code Annotated 
1953, as enacted by chapter 77, Laws of Utah 
1957, and section 41-6-63, Utah Code Anno-
tated 1953, as amended by chapter 78, Laws 
of Utah 1957, as amended by chapter 67, 
Laws of Utah 1959, are hereby repealed." 
41-6-176. Odometer required. Every motor vehicle, except motor-
cycles, motor scooters, and trailers, registered under the Motor Vehicle Act 
in the state shall be equipped with a properly functioning odometer. 
History: L. 1971, ch. 98, § 1; 1979, ch. 242, 
§ 73; 1981, ch. 182, § 21. 
Compiler's Notes. 
The 1979 amendment inserted "or bearing 
temporary permits or Utah plates." 
The 1981 amendment inserted the excep-
tion; deleted "or bearing temporary permits 
or Utah plates" after "registered"; and made 
a minor change in phraseology. 
Title of Act. 
An act relating to motor vehicle odometer; 
making odometers mandatory equipment for 
all motor vehicles; prohibiting the alteration 
or manipulation of motor vehicle odometers; 
requiring disclosure of the odometer reading 
in the sales contract for any sale or transfer 
of a motor vehicle; and providing for verifica-
tion of the odometer reading when an odome-
ter is repaired or replaced. - Laws 1971, ch. 
98. 
Repealing Clause. 
Section 74 of Laws 1979, ch. 242 provided: 
"Sections 41-6-2 and 41-6-4, Utah Code Anno-
tated 1953, as amended by chapter 86, Laws 
of Utah 1961, as amended b,v chapter 207, 
Laws of Utah 1975, section 41-6-3, Utah Code 
Annotated 1953, as amended by chapter 78, 
Laws of Utah 1957, as amended by chapter 
86, Laws of Utah 1961, as amended by chap-
ter 207, Laws of Utah 1975, section 41-6-5, 
Utah Code Annotated 1953, as amended by 
chapter 86, Laws of Utah 1961, sections 
41-6-6, 41-6-7 and 41-6-8, Utah Code Anno-
tated 1953, as amended by chapter 71, Laws 
of Utah 1955, as amended by chapter 207, 
Laws of Utah 1975, section 41-6-9, Utah Code 
Annotated 1953, as amended by chapter 71, 
Laws of Utah 1955, as amended by chapter 
86, Laws of Utah 1961, as amended by chap-
ter 207, Laws of Utah 1975, sections 41-6-10 
and 41-6-151, Utah Code Annotated 1953, as 
amended by chapter 207, Laws of Utah 1975, 
section 41-6-19.10, Utah Code Annotated 
1953, as enacted by chapter 207, Laws of 
Utah 1975, sections 41-6-91, 41-6-92, 41-6-125, 
41-6-126, 41-6-136, 41-6-137 and 41-6-174, 
Utah Code Annotated 1953, section 41-6-123, 
Utah Code Annotated 1953, as amended by 
chapter 71, Laws of Utah 1955, as amended 
by chapter 86, Laws of Utah 1961, sections 
41-6-121 and 41-6-124, Utah Code Annotated 
1953, as amended by chapter 71, Laws of 
Utah 1955, section 41-6-124.5, Utah Code 
Annotated 1953, as enacted by chapter 206, 
Laws of Utah 1975, section 41-6-134, Utah 
Code Annotated 1953, as repealed and 
reenacted by chapter 71, Laws of Utah 1955, 
and section 41-6-138.10, Utah Code Anno-
tated 1953, as enacted by chapter 83, Laws of 
Utah 1973, are repealed." 
Collateral References. 
7 A AmJur 2d 356, Automobiles and High-
way Traffic § 183. 
Construction and application of statute 
making it unlawful to tamper with motor 
vehicle odometer, 76 ALR 3d 981. 
41-6-177. Unlawful acts with respect to operation of odometer. It 
is unlawful: 
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(1) To disconnect, turn back, or reset, or cause to be disconnected, 
turned back, or reset, the odometer of any motor vehicle with the intent 
to reduce the true number of miles indicated upon the odometer gauge. 
(2) With intent to reduce the true number of miles indicated on the 
odometer, to knowingly operate or permit to be operated a motor vehicle 
on any street or highway with the odometer disconnected or nonfunctional. 
(3) To advertise for sale, sell, use, or install on any part of a motor 
vehicle or on an odometer in a motor vehicle any device which causes the 
odometer to register mileage other than the true mileage driven. For the 
purposes of this subsection the true mileage driven is the mileage driven 
by the car as registered by the odometer within the manufacturer's 
designed tolerance. 
(4) To sell, transfer, or exchange a motor vehicle knowing that the 
odometer is disconnected or nonfunctional. 
History: L. 1971, ch. 98, § 2; 1981, ch. 182, 
§22. 
Compiler's Notes. 
The 1981 amendment inserted "or cause to 
be disconnected, turned back, or reset" in 
subd. (1); substituted "With intent to reduce 
the true number of miles indicated on the 
odometer, to knowingly operate or permit to 
be operated" in subd. (2) for "with intent to 
defraud, to operate"; added subd. (4); and 
made minor changes in phraseology. 
Collateral References. 
Construction and application of statute 
making it unlawful to tamper with motor 
vehicie odometer, 76 ALR 3d 981. 
41-6-178. Statement as to odometer reading required of transferor. 
(1) Before executing any transfer or ownership document, each transferor 
of a motor vehicle shall furnish to the transferee a written statement 
signed by the transferor, stating the odometer reading at the time of 
transfer; and, unless provided elsewhere on a transfer document integral 
with the odometer disclosure, the date of the transfer, the transferor's 
name and current address, and the make, model, body type, vehicle iden-
tification number, and last plate number of the vehicle. 
(2) In addition to the information required under subsection (1) of this 
section, the statement shall refer to the Federal Motor Vehicle Information 
and Cost Savings Act and state that incorrect information may result in 
civil liability under it. 
(3) In addition to the information required under subsection (1) of this 
section, if the transferor knows that the odometer reading differs from the 
number of miles the vehicle has actually traveled, and that the difference 
is greater than that caused by the odometer calibration error, he shall 
include a statement that the actual mileage is unknown. 
( 4) A transferor of the following need not disclose the odometer mile-
age: 
(a) A vehicle having a gross vehicle weight rating of more than 16,000 
pounds; 
(b) A vehicle that is not self-propelled; 
(c) A vehicle that is 25 years old or older; or 
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(d) A vehicle being transferred for salvage or disposal ·and not to be 
registered again. 
History: C. 1953, 41-6-178, enacted by L. 
1981, ch. 182, § 23. 
Compiler's Notes. 
Laws 1981, ch. 182, § 23 repealed old 
section 41-6-178 (L. 1971, ch. 98, § 3), relating 
to repair or replacement of odometer, and 
enacted new section 41-6-178. 
Title of Act. 
An act relating to motor vehicles, provid-
ing for certificates of title and origin; provid-
ing for temporary permits and notice of sale; 
governing dismantlers and crushers; provid-
ing for licensing and regulation of dealers, 
salesmen, manufacturers, transporters, 
dismantlers, remanufacturers, and crushers; 
providing powers of the administrator; 
increasing license fees; providing for bonds; 
providing for special plates; requiring 
odometers; prohibiting changing odometer 
readings; and providing penalties. 
This act amends sections 41-3-2, 41-3-3, 
and 41-3-18, Utah Code Annotated 1953, 
section 41-3-6, Utah Code Annotated 1953, as 
last amended by chapter 81, Laws of Utah 
1965, sections 41-3-7 and 41-3-12, Utah Code 
Annotated 1953, as last amended by chapters 
81 and 82, Laws of Utah 1965, section 41-3-8, 
Utah Code Annotated 1953, as last amended 
by chapter 85, Laws of Utah 1967, section 
41-3-9, Utah Code Annotated 1953, as last 
amended by chapter 86, Laws of Utah 1967, 
section 41-3-13, Utah Code Annotated 1953, 
as last amended by chapter 45, Laws of Utah 
1980, section 41-3-16, Utah Code Annotated 
1953, as last amended by chapter 175, Laws 
of Utah 1977, sections 41-3-19 and 41-3-20, 
Utah Code Annotated 1953, as last amended 
by chapter 80, Laws of Utah 1961, section 
41-3-23, Utah Code Annotated 1953, as last 
amended by chapter 87, Laws of Utah 1967, 
section 41-3-27, Utah Code Annotated 1953, 
as last amended by chapter 82, Laws of Utah 
1965, sections 41-3-30, 41-3-31, 41-3-32, 
41-3-33, 41-3-36, and 41-3-37, Utah Code 
Annotated 1953, as enacted by chapter 102, 
Laws of Utah 1969, section 41-6-176, Utah 
Code Annotated 1953, as last amended by 
chapter 242, Laws of Utah 1979, and section 
41-6-177, Utah Code Annotated 1953, as 
enacted by chapter 98, Laws of Utah 1971; 
enacts section 41-6-180, Utah Code Annotated 
1953; and repeals and reenacts sections 
41-6-178 and 41-6-179, Utah Code Annotated 
1953, as enacted by chapter 98, Laws of Utah 
1971. - Laws 1981, ch. 182. 
41-6-179. Repair or replacement of odometer. Every person repairing 
or replacing an odometer in any motor vehicle shall verify to the vehicle 
owner that the odometer mileage was not changed in the process of repair 
or replacement, or if it was changed, submit to the motor vehicle owner 
or purchaser a statement in writing of the mileage· readings before and 
after the change. 
History: C. 1953, 41-6-179, enacted by L. 
1981, ch. 182, § 24. 
Compiler's Notes. 
Laws 1981, ch. 182, § 24 repealed old 
section 41-6-179 (L. 1971, ch. 98, § 4), relating 
to violation of odometer requirements, and 
enacted new section 41-6-179. 
41-6-180. Violation of odometer requirements as misdemeanor. Any 
person, firm, or corporation who violates this chapter is guilty of a class 
B misdemeanor. 
History: C. 1953, 41-6-180, enacted by L. 
1981, ch. 182, § 25. 
CHAPTER 7 
PUBLICLY OWNED MOTOR VEHICLES 
Section 
41-7-1. Vehicles to bear sign indicating ownership - Exceptions. 
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